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Chicago –The group exhibition Burnt Generation: Contemporary Iranian Photography takes the complex 

history and troubled politics of Iran as its backdrop. With photography ranging from documentary 

photojournalism to elaborately constructed tableaux, together the images in this exhibition replace 

familiar stereotypes with personal and cultural narratives of social upheaval. The exhibition’s title is 

borrowed from a phrase used by Iranians born between 1963 and 1980 whose youth was marked by 

the Islamic Revolution in 1979. 

  

Newsha Tavakolian’s (b. 1978, Iranian) carefully staged portraits offer a glimpse into the domestic lives 

of her neighbors.  A 2015 nominee member of Magnum Photos, Tavakolian photographs against the 

backdrop of her apartment window during twilight, sharing the anxieties and isolation of her generation 

within a society that demands strict conformity. Gohar Dashti’s (b. 1980, Iranian) empty desert scenes 

conjure a vision of her homeland as a place devoid of its locality. Ali Nadjian (b. 1976, Iranian) and 
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Ramyar Manouchehrzadeh, (b. 1980, Iranian) juxtapose the experiences of individual expression and 

self-censorship that are the dual realities of home and city streets. While Dashti stages photographs 

that become scenes from her own imagination in which social and political issues play out in obscure 

ways, Nadjian and Manouchehrzadeh expose the pretensions necessary for survival under the Islamic 

Republic. 

 

By contrast, Abbas Kowsari’s (b. 1970, Iranian) work captures the deep respect for religious traditions 

and rituals prevalent in present-day Iran. Shortlisted for the Prix Pictet, Kowsari’s series Shade of Earth 

documents the annual pilgrimage of hundreds of thousands of Iranians to the battlefields of the Iran-

Iraq war. Similarly, Azadeh Akhlaghi (b. 1976, Iranian) draws from news reports and conflicting 

eyewitness accounts, restaging notorious death scenes that marked turning points in modern Iranian 

history.  

 

Also on view is the work of artists Sadegh Tirafkan (1965-2013, Iranian), Shadi Ghadirian (b. 1974, 

Iranian) and Babak Kazemi (b. 1983, Iranian). Burnt Generation: Contemporary Iranian Photography is 

curated by Fariba Farshad, and coordinated by MoCP Curator and Associate Director Karen Irvine. 

 

  
 

MoCP SPONSORS 

The MoCP is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization accredited by the American Alliance of Museums. The Museum is 

generously supported by Columbia College Chicago, the MoCP Advisory Board, Museum Council, individuals, private and 

corporate foundations, and government agencies including the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency. 

 

ABOUT MOCP 

The Museum of Contemporary Photography (MoCP), a resident organization of Columbia College Chicago, is the only 

museum in the Midwest with an exclusive commitment to the medium of photography. By presenting projects and 

exhibitions that embrace a wide range of contemporary aesthetics and technologies, the MoCP strives to communicate the 

value and significance of photographic images as expressions of human thought, imagination, and creativity. 
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