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SHEILA PEPE invites SONDRA PERRY 

Put me down Gently: A Cooler Place + I'm Afraid I Can't Do That 
FRIDAY JUNE 10 

6 – 7 pm: Patron and Member Preview 
6:30 pm: Artist’s Talk 

7 – 9 pm: Public Reception 
 

On view: June 11 – August 6, 2016 
 
 
(Houston, TX, MAY 26, 2016) – DiverseWorks is pleased to announce the opening of SHEILA 
PEPE invites SONDRA PERRY -- Put me down Gently: A Cooler Place + I'm Afraid I Can't 
Do That, on view in the gallery at 3400 Main Street, June 11 – August 6. There will be a 
member’s preview and artist talk from 6 – 7 pm on Friday, June 10 with a public reception from 
7 – 9 pm. Admission to DiverseWorks is free of charge  
 
Pepe’s exhibition in Houston is a commissioned installation that serves as an open meeting 
space and platform for several events, including a video installation by current MFAH Core 
Fellow Sondra Perry. With an interest in carving out space within solo exhibitions for young 
artists, Pepe invited Perry, working in video and performance, to respond to her augmented 
reinstallation of Put me down Gently, 2015. Each artist worked autonomously, yet their projects 
were hinged by shared resources, the color blue and an investment in improvisation within 
institutional frameworks. The exhibition evolved and two installations emerged – tethered to 
each other by ongoing conversations on craft, class, race, place and screens of projection. 
  
Since the mid-1990s, Pepe has used feminist and craft traditions to investigate received 
notions of canonical artwork, as well as the artist’s relationship to museum display. For this 
exhibition, Pepe invites artists and participants to perform, explore, and discuss issues related 
to race and LGBTQ identity through a series of events that will take place within her 
installation. In addition, a live performance by Perry is scheduled for Friday, June 17 at 7pm in 
the DiverseWorks gallery at the MATCH, and Pepe’s first ever staged performance takes place 
on Saturday, June 18 at 3pm in Matchbox 1, to be followed by a community discussion. 
 
Individuals and small groups are also welcome to use the space during gallery hours. Do you 
have a group that would like to meet within Sheila Pepe’s installation? Please contact Reyes 
Ramirez at reyes@diverseworks.org to schedule a day and time. 
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DOWNLOAD HI RES IMAGES: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/al6bib55s4i2wom/AABPiT5OqdxYRW3H8NKGbrWSa?dl=0 
 
ABOUT THE ARTISTS 
Sheila Pepe has exhibited widely throughout the United States and abroad in solo and group 
exhibitions as well as collaborative projects. Venues for Pepe’s many solo exhibitions include 
the Smith College Museum of Art, Northampton, Massachusetts and the Weatherspoon Art 
Museum, Greensboro, North Carolina. Her work has been included in important group 
exhibitions such as the first Greater New York at PS1/MoMA; Hand + Made: The Performative 
Impulse in Art & Craft, Contemporary Art Museum Houston, Texas; and Artisterium, Tbilisi, 
Republic of Georgia. Pepe’s work was recently featured in the exhibition, Queer Threads, at 
the Leslie Lohman Museum of Lesbian and Gay Art in New York. Recent commissions include 
work for the 8th Shenzhen Sculpture Biennale and the ICA/Boston’s traveling exhibition, Fiber: 
Sculpture 1960-present.   
 
Pepe is also known as an educator who likes to trespass the boundaries of fixed disciplines in 
art and design. She has taught since 1995—for many years as adjunct faculty in a variety of 
programs and schools including Brandeis University, Bard College, RISD, VCU, and Williams 
College—until 2006, when she took a full-time position at Pratt Institute as the Assistant Chair 
of Fine Arts. Her own artistic development was a mix of academic training and non-degree 
grant residencies: BFA, Massachusetts College of Art, 1983; Haystack School, 1984; 
Skowhegan School, 1994; MFA, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 1995; and 
Radcliffe Institute, 1998–99. Pepe was a resident faculty member at Skowhegan School in 
2013. Spring 2016 appointments include Core Critic in Painting + Printmaking at Yale 
University and Resident Artist at SUNY Purchase, NY. 
 
Sondra Perry (born 1986 in Perth Amboy, New Jersey) is an interdisciplinary artist whose 
works in video, installation, computer-based media, and performance explores black stuff and 
the digital abstraction of subjecthood. In 2015, the artist's work appeared in the fourth iteration 
of Greater New York at MoMA/PS1. Other exhibitions include Disguise: Masks and Global 
African Art, Seattle Art Museum, Seattle (2015) and Brooklyn Museum (2016); A Constellation, 
Studio Museum in Harlem (2016); and the 2016 Core Exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston. She has participated in residencies at the Skowhegan School of Painting and 
Sculpture, Vermont Studio Center, Ox-bow, and the Experimental Television Center. Perry 
holds an MFA from Columbia University, New York City’s 12th largest employer and the 
number one cause of gentrification in the neighborhood of Harlem, New York; a BFA from 
Alfred University; and is currently based in Houston, Texas as part of the Core artist-in-
residence program at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. 
 
PERFORMANCES AND PUBLIC PROGRAMS 
(unless otherwise noted, all performances and programs are free) 
 
Friday, June 17, 7 pm, Gallery (30 minutes) 
Sondra Perry: A Party With No Agenda 
In episode 17, Season 27 of The Simpsons, after Mr. Burns’s continued refusal to 
acknowledge the hard work and affection of Smithers, his right hand man, Homer throws a 
party inviting the gay men of Springfield in hopes of finding Smithers a boyfriend. A banner 
welcoming the guests reads ‘A Party With No Agenda.’ In this directly indirect wink and a 
nudge of a performance, Perry and the audience will work through how ideology, didacticism, 
and abstraction are visualized through bodies and popular culture. 
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Saturday, June 18, 3 pm, Matchbox 1 (1 hour) 
WE Are PAPER TOWEL: A Cultural Construction performed by Sheila Pepe 
Spinning out from her normative role as lecturer, artist talk-er and teacher, Pepe will perform a 
building. Think of it as an architectural drawing of/for culture, constructed with parts 
simultaneously personal and shared, political and possibly even Political. 
 
Friday, June 24, 7:30 pm, MATCH (multiple locations, minimal standing and walking 
required of audience), $25 general admission; tickets at www.matchouston.org 
Between Two Wolds: A Hymn for Black Gay Men on Race, Religion, and Rites of 
Passage  
 
Between Two Worlds is a dance theater installation/performance created by Harrison Guy 
about the lives, experiences, and memories of black gay men. Crisscrossing generations, 
nationalities, expressions, identities, and beliefs, like a tightly woven braid, Between Two 
Worlds asks the question, “Can we be many things, at once?” 
 
Taking place during Pride weekend, remembering the Stonewall Riots, the performance within 
Pepe’s installation will be one of three movements, a piece of a greater whole performed on 
Friday, June 24, 7:30 pm at MATCH and other nearby spaces.  
 
Monday, June 27, time TBD, Gallery, Reservations REQUIRED 
50 States: COLORADO Potluck 
Writer and artist Stalina Villarreal will host a potluck and offer a toast as part of Nick Vaughan 
& Jake Margolin’s 50 States: COLORADO, a multi-media celebration of Charles Frenchy 
Vosbaugh, a pioneering gender non-conformist who lived in Trinidad, Colorado from the 
1880’s until his death in 1907. Five simultaneous potlucks, in New York, Minnesota, California, 
Oklahoma, and Texas – each hosted by a transgender or genderqueer writer/performer/artist – 
will be connected via video-conference to a sixth potluck in Trinidad, CO hosted by Nick & 
Jake. At the culmination of the event, each party’s host will offer a toast to this unsung 
trailblazer. 
 
This one-night assertion that the road to LGBTQ progress was paved by ordinary people with 
extraordinary bravery – people who should be celebrated - will be documented and later 
displayed as a six-channel video installation in Houston, New York, and Colorado. 
 
There are a limited number of invitations available to the public for this one night event, please 
contact Nick and Jake to request one. (nickandjake@nickandjakestudio.com) 
 
Wednesday, July 20, 6 – 8 pm, Gallery 
QFest Annual Launch Party 
 
Thursday, July 21 – Saturday, July 23, Gallery Hours 
QFest Hub	
 
DiverseWorks and QFest are collaborating to host the LGBTQ film festival’s Annual Launch 
Party and serve as its official Hub. As QFest Executive Director, Kristian Salinas notes, "Sheila 
Pepe's inspired work in yarn will no doubt give the gallery an intimate, communal vibe, opening 
up visitors to meeting new people and engaging in conversation." 
 
QFest, Houston’s LGBTQ film festival, is dedicated to promoting the arts as a powerful tool for 
communication and cooperation among diverse communities by presenting programs by, 
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about, and of interest to the gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and queer community. 2016 
not only marks QFest's 20th anniversary, but also makes QFest the second longest running 
LGBTQ film festival in Texas, and the second longest running film festival of any kind in 
Houston. A five-day citywide event, QFest highlights a curated, international selection of films 
featuring some of the finest of Contemporary Queer Cinema as well as an eclectic mix of 
timely and well-considered revivals and tributes showcasing everything from acclaimed 
masterworks to campy and outrageous audience favorites. 
 
In addition to partnering with DiverseWorks, a founding venue of the festival, QFest 2016 
will also present programs at The Museum of Fine Arts Houston, Rice Media Center, The 
Aurora Picture Show, The Houston Museum of African American Culture, Asia Society Texas 
Center, 14 Pews, The Montrose Center, Brasil Café, FBar, Discovery Green, RIPCORD, and 
Alamo Drafthouse Cinemas. Find more information at http://www.q-fest.com. 
 
 
SUPPORT 
Sheila Pepe’s exhibition is sponsored by Carlisle Vandervoort. DiverseWorks is a Partner of 
the Visual Artists Network (VAN). This project is made possible in part through support from 
the Visual Artists Network Exhibition Residency, which is a program of the National 
Performance Network. Major contributors are the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, 
the Joan Mitchell Foundation, the Ford Foundation, and the Pollock Krasner Foundation. For 
more information: www.npnweb.org.   
 
This exhibition is also made possible through support from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, the Texas Commission on the Arts, and the City of Houston through the Houston Arts 
Alliance. 
 
DiverseWorks Season Sponsors:  The Brown Foundation, Inc., The Cullen Trust for the 
Performing Arts, Houston Endowment, The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts 
 
Additional In-Kind Support: American Business Supplies, Consequence of Innovation, 
Maglifico MATIA, Saint Arnold Brewing Company, and Topo Chico USA 
 

               
 
ABOUT DIVERSEWORKS 
DiverseWorks commissions, produces, and presents new and daring art in all its forms through 
innovative collaborations that honor each artist’s vision without constraint. 
 
 
   
 
 
DiverseWorks is committed to equitable compensation for artists and is W.A.G.E. (Working 
Artists in the Greater Economy) Certified. More information at http://www.wageforwork.com/.  
 

 



 

DiverseWorks  
Midtown Arts and Theater Center Houston 
3400 Main Street 
Houston, TX 77002 
 (713) 223-8346 
 
Gallery Hours: Wed – Thu, 12 – 6 pm / Fri – Sat, 12 – 8 pm 
Gallery admission is open to the public and FREE 
All performances and public programs are free unless otherwise noted 
 
Facebook: www.facebook.org/diverseworks 
Twitter: @DiverseWorks 
Instagram: @DiverseWorks  
Web: www.DiverseWorks.org 
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