
  

 

 
 

KAZAKHSTAN: A TRAVELOGUE 
UMOCA Presents Utah Artist Ian Booth 
PROJECTS GALLERY: MAR 25 – MAY 7 
 
Salt Lake City, UT – The Utah Museum of Contemporary Art (UMOCA) is pleased to present artist Ian 
Booth’s first solo museum exhibition, Kazakhstan: Tselina/Building the Virgin Lands, in the museum’s 
Projects Gallery. 
 
For over a decade, Utah native Ian Booth has roamed the globe documenting people, architecture, and 
landscapes of obscure and enigmatic places. From the streets of Flores in Guatemala to the state of 
Goa in India, and from the island of Matupit in Papua New Guinea to the outskirts of Abomey in Benin, 
Booth’s photography captures raw, unconventional, and often mischievous visual narratives of lived 
experience. 
 
In his exhibition, Booth brings a travelogue, or visual essay, of the rich and diverse cultural backdrop of 
Kazakhstan, a true amalgam of heritage and culture. East collides with West: A mixture of patriotism 
and escapist sensibility reveals how a love for both the Soviet past and new American democracy 
shapes the Kazakhstani dream. Spanning candid portraits and expansive landscapes, ballet 
performances and circus bears, the majestic and the day-to-day, Booth’s Kazakhstan embodies the 
interwoven complexities of a country venturing to preserve historical conventions while embracing 
modern impulses. 
 

Engaging the world with a childlike fearlessness, Booth’s visually rich vignettes illuminate the 
vibrancy of a foreign place that is not unlike our own. By capturing intimate and unexpected 
moments of tension, pride, and beauty, Booth’s Kazakhstan: Tselina/Building the Virgin Lands 
offers unembellished views of daily life in contemporary society. 
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About the Projects Gallery 
Situated at the front of the Utah Museum of Contemporary Art, the Projects Gallery is an exclusive 
showcase for artists working in Utah. Artists are invited to propose exhibitions for the gallery, which 
may range from site-specific installations to artist-curated shows. 
 
 
About the Utah Museum of Contemporary Art   
The Utah Museum of Contemporary Art has been an award-winning aesthetic force and community 
leader since it was established in 1931. Located in the heart of downtown Salt Lake City, UMOCA 
encourages exploration into what it means to exist in today's world through art that inspires 
imagination, stimulates thought, and transforms society. The Museum connects people around the 
contemporary art practice of Utah and beyond to shape an engaged and thoughtful global citizenry. 
UMOCA strives to be a place where all points of view, experiences, and ages feel welcome to explore 
the pressing issues of our time through socially relevant art exhibitions and programming. 
 
UMOCA is a five-time recipient of funding from the Andy Warhol Foundation and is a 2015 recipient of 
the National Endowment for the Arts’ Art Works grant award. 
 
UMOCA is a 501c3 institution that is supported by public, foundation, and corporate gifts. Your 
donation in any amount is greatly appreciated, and admission is a suggested $5 donation. 
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