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Rudi Stanzel 

Link-Chain-Curtain, 2016, Exhibition view 

Silvery and violet aluminium chains 

©Courtesy Rudi Stanzel, Vienna, Photo: © Belvedere, Vienna 

 



 

 
 

INTERVENTION: RUDI STANZEL 
LINK-CHAIN-CURTAIN & A PILE OF PRIMES 
 
 

Belvedere regularly invites national and international artists to develop site -

specific works that relate to the architecture of the museum as well as to its 

collection and to the history of the institution. After works by Brigitte Kowanz, 

Marco Lulic, Gudrun Kampl, Tillman Kaiser, Marianne Gartner, Lisa Oppenheim 

and Agnieszka Polska, Gerold Tusch and Christian Mayer, the first intervention of 

this year in the Upper Belvedere will feature works by Rudi Stanzel. Since the 

late 1980s Rudi Stanzel has produced works that look like paintings but can be 

more accurately described as objects in which paint as well as vertical and 

horizontal lines take centre stage. The intervention is on display in the Upper 

Belvedere from 12th February to 16th May 2016. 

 

For his interventions at the Upper Belvedere Rudi Stanzel has reduced his palette to 

two colors in each work. The line is used as the basic structuring element: in one work 

as a long chain hanging from the ceiling of the Sala terrena, which becomes a heap 

upon reaching the floor; the other, in the east staircase, features chains hanging next 

to one another, forming a curtain. As in the artist's paintings, these are excerpts from 

endless  

 

On the basis of the letters by the philosopher, mathematician and natural scientist 

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz to the former landlord of the Belvedere, Prince Eugene of 

Savoy, Stanz

-Chain-

vertical structure of the staircase. 

 

With errena, the artist juxtaposes the space with a 

series of prime numbers, creating a new spatial (dis-)order with the ends of the chains 

Rudi Stanzel 

succeeds in bridging the gap between the bu . On the one 

hand, he depicts the historical correspondence between Leibniz and Prince Eugene as 

an artwork. On the other hand, he simultaneously breaks with the orderliness of the 



 

 
 

baroque architecture with his installation  which he created in situ in the Sala terrena 

 and as a result he produces a contemporary antithesis of the traditional 

surroundings, -Arco, Director of the Belvedere and the 

21er Haus. 

 

Stanzel s approach to materiality either leads to works that elude a representational 

quality or to works that reference concrete subjects. Rudi 

Stanzel may seem abstract and also bear the material gravity that is so characteristic 

for the artist. However, what may not make sense upon close inspection evolves 

when taken as a whole into something that addresses topics which are once again 

particularly relevant today  

intellectual pioneer, or cryptography, for which prime numbers are essential,  says 

Curator Severin Dünser. 

 

 

ARTIST BIOGRAPHY 
Rudi Stanzel 
 

Rudi Stanzel (* 1958 in Linz) lives in Vienna. He studied under Peter Weibel at the 

University of Applied Arts Vienna after moving from writing to mime, from 

performance to film, and then to installations. His works have recently been on show 

in Vienna for , Winter Palace, Vienna (2015); The Brancusi Effect, Kunsthalle 

Wien, Vienna (2014); China Revisited, Galerie Ulysses, Vienna (2014); Surface 

Content, Landesgalerie Linz (2012); Rudi Stanzel, Galerie Julius Hummel, Vienna 

(2011); and Painting: Process and Expansion, mumok, Vienna (2010), among others. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 

Exhibition Title INTERVENTION: RUDI STANZEL 
LINK-CHAIN-CURTAIN & A PILE OF PRIMES 

Exhibition Duration 12. February to 16 May 2016 

Venue Upper Belvedere 

Artist Rudi Stanzel 

Curator Severin Dünser 

Contact Belvedere, Prinz Eugen-Straße 27, 1030 Vienna 
T +43 (01) 795 57-0 
www.belvedere.at  

Opening Hours Daily 10 am to 6 pm 
 

Regular Tickets - 
 

Guided Tours T +43 (01) 795 57-134, M public@belvedere.at  

Public Relations Belvedere & Winter Palace Public Relations 
Prinz Eugen-Straße 27, 1030 Vienna 
T +43 (01) 795 57-177 
M press@belvedere.at  
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