
Ivorypress presents

Ivorypress presents: Shot at Dawn by Chloe Dewe Mathews
Opening of the exhibition, with the presence of the artist: 23 May 2016 at 7:30 p.m.
Venue: Ivorypress C/ Comandante Zorita 48 (Madrid) 
Dates: 23 May to 16 July 2016 

On 23 May Ivorypress will present the exhibition Shot at Dawn by British photographer Chloe Dewe 
Mathews (Londres, 1982) as part of the festival Off PhotoEspaña.

Shot at Dawn focuses on the sites at which soldiers from the British, French and Belgian armies were 
executed for cowardice and desertion during the First World War. The two-year project involved in-depth 
primary research to create images of twenty-three locations at which the soldiers were shot or held in the 

So
ld

at
 L

eó
na

rd
 L

ey
m

ar
ie.

 1
6:

30
 / 

12
.1

2.
19

14
. F

on
te

no
y, 

Ai
sn

e,
 P

ica
rd

ie.
 ©

 C
hl

oe
 D

ew
e 

M
at

he
w

s

Chloe Dewe Mathews

SHOT AT DAWN



period leading up to their execution. All are seasonally accurate and were taken as close as possible to 
the precise time of day at which the executions occurred.

The exhibition is accompanied by a book published by Ivorypress that provides a visual record of the 
project as well as a critical analysis of the work by writer Geoff Dyer and contextual essays about the 
crimes of cowardice and desertion and the psychological trauma caused by military service by historians 
Hew Strachan and Helen McCartney.

‘These pictures show what was lost—and what remains of that loss,’ says Dyer. ‘[…] from the moment 
that the time of an individual life stopped, through the long aftermath of the catastrophe which engulfed 
the landscape, to a present which may or may not be steeped in forgetfulness. At which point the 
question of time becomes impossible to separate from that of memory.’

Shot at Dawn was commissioned by the Ruskin School of Art at the University of Oxford as part of 
14–18 NOW, WW1 Centenary Art Commissions. The exhibition at Ivorypress will be open until 16 July 
after having travelled to the Irish Museum of Modern Art in Dublin, Tate Modern in London and Stills in 
Edinburgh, among other spaces. 

The project has been sponsored by the British photographic laboratory Genesis Imaging and has been 
supported by the National Lottery through Arts Council England and the Heritage Lottery Fund and by the 
British Council, Government of Flanders, John Fell OUP Research Fund and Van Houten Fund. 

Chloe Dewe Mathews was born in London in 1982. After studying fine art at Camberwell College of Arts 
and the University of Oxford, she worked in the film industry before dedicating herself to photography. 

In 2011 she won the British Journal of Photography International Photography Award, the Julia Margaret 
Cameron New Talent Award and the Flash Forward Emerging Photographer’s Award. In the same year, 
her work on the subculture of banger racing was the subject of a BBC Radio 4 documentary called 
Picturing Britain. She was then featured in the Telegraph’s five most promising new artists of 2011, the 
Observer’s new talent of 2012 and Photo District News’s ‘30 under 30’.

In 2013 she was given residencies at St. John’s College, Oxford and Metal, Southend to develop her 
work about the river Thames. In 2014 she was awarded the Robert Gardner Fellowship in Photography 
by the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology at Harvard University for her project Caspian, 
and in 2016 was selected as one of the ‘Five Female Photographers to Watch’ by the Photographers’ 
Gallery, London. Her nominations include the Deutsche Börse Photography Prize, the Paul Huf Award, 
the Prix Pictet and the Mack First Book Award.

Chloe Dewe Mathews’s photographs have been exhibited in London, Birmingham, Paris, Arles, Berlin, 
Dresden, Antwerp, Porto, Los Angeles, Toronto, Buenos Aires and Siem Reap. Public and private 
collections have acquired her work, including the British Council Collection, the Irish State Art Collection 
and the National Library of Wales. It has also been published widely in newspapers and magazines 
including the Guardian, Independent, Daily Telegraph, Sunday Times, Financial Times, Le Monde, El 
País, New York Times, Harper’s, Photo District News, Fader, i-D Magazine and Tate Etc., among other 
publications.
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