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Forget me not
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Idirected Forget me not after the success of my previous experi-
mental film Chérie que veux-tu ? (Honey what do you want ?) which 
was screened during the 1979 Cannes Film Festival in the section 
«Perspective du Cinéma Français». I then started working on ano-
ther project which required a lot of funding so, in the meantime, I 
created Forget me not in order not to be forgotten.

At the time, a famous slogan said «In order to be recognized, you 
first have to be seen». It inspired me. I wanted to be recognized, I 
therefore had to be visible. I conceived Forget me not as an adver-
tising film on myself. I became a brand, a label, a name, an image 
that would be black and white, Polaroid, filmic, video and printed. 

Unglee is a french artist. He became known in the late 70’s for his experimental films that were screened in 
France and abroad, then in the 80’s for his photographs of tulips. In the 90’s, in parallel to his exhibitions, 
he started to intervene in art reviews such as artpress, Art Présence, Technikart or the Revue d’Esthétique 
in which he published his Disparitions (Disappearances), fictional obituaries in which he tells his life and 
passion for tulips.

Between 1998 and 2009, his plastic work went on to an ensemble of radio plays created for France Culture : 
A la recherche de Giulietta Fabrizzi (Looking for Giulietta Fabrizzi). Between 2000 and 2005 he shot a series 
of videos around the theme of love declaration which could be seen as songs without music. His videos were 
screened at the Africa Museum in Johannesburg, at the Centre Pompidou in Paris, at the Kunstfilmbiennale 
in Cologne, at the Musée du Jeu de Paume in Paris, at the Beyeler Foundation in Basel, amongst others. 

In 2012 he received a research grant from the Centre National des Arts Plastiques in Paris, for the project 
Tulipe Bleue - Sculpture Immatérielle (Blue Tulip - Immaterial Sculpture). It was premiered in Los Angeles in 
May 2014, and recently at the Galerie Christophe Gaillard in Paris. His last solo show entitled «On le croyait 
heureux» (we thought he was happy) took place at the galerie in November 2014. 

I formally took into account the 
spectator’s voyeurism. I wanted 
to play with his frustration by 
not allowing him to see, using  
a fast and jerky editing, filming 
frame by frame, playing with 
the texture of the screen – for 
example in the video section.  It 
all aimed at giving me a frailty  
and creating a fleeting image 
stressed by the fact that as soon 
as I have delivered my message, 
I hang up.

In 1980, after a screening of For-
get me Not, a man came up to 
me and asked if I was the direc-
tor. Enthusiastic he said “You’re 
too much !”. In a book published 
in 1979, Patrick Mauriès writes : 
« too much doesn’t necessarily 
mean pleasant : it can be so-
mething tiresome, or even dis-
gusting. Can be « too much » : 
everything that goes too far, 
leaves you speechless. »

Unglee, 2015


