
 
 
 
PREGRESSA 
GIOVANNI TERMINI 
 
Curated by Alberto Zanchetta 
 
Opening: Monday 2 May, from 6.30 PM 
 
Renata Fabbri arte contemporanea is pleased to announce Pregressa, a solo 
exhibition of works by Italian artist Giovanni Termini. 
 
Pregressa has been devised not so much as a traditional exhibition experience, but more 
as an ongoing setting-up. By doing so, the artist intends to involve the audience – at least 
ideally – in the run-up to the exhibition, which is why the setting-up takes on the features 
of a work in progress.  
 
Since the very beginning of his artistic path Termini has been building (rather than 
sculpting) his own works with materials that, on this occasion, have been “contextualised” 
in order to challenge the exhibition space, whose plenums and voids are given specific 
prominence. By playing with the gap between the objects and their context the artist is 
trying to empty the container (the gallery) of its usual content, the work of art, understood 
as a fetishised artifact. 
 
After inspecting the architectural layout of the gallery, Termini reflected upon the 
peculiarity of the exhibition space, which develops vertically rather than horizontally; 
consequently, he decided to bring at eye level things that are usually placed overhead, 
whereas what people usually see has been concealed. In this way, the viewer is invited to 
wonder about the twofold artistic operation, which is aimed at both highlighting and 
calling into question the exhibition set-up. 
 
The show, divided into two areas, has been conceived as unitary and complementary 
despite its confrontational stance. In the first room we face a situation of suspension: as 
he has already done before, Giovanni Termini insists on giving visibility to a “work in 
progress” which is able to keep alive the waiting and the expectation of the audience. In 
particular, the track lighting device has been removed from the ceiling and subsequently 
laid down on metal trestles. By destructuring the inherent function of the electrical 
system, the artists compels the viewers to pay more attention to the elements which 
enable them to materially see/read the artworks. 
 
As opposed to the emphasis laid on the neon lights in the first gallery space, the second 
room’s walls have been completely covered with panels of the type commonly used to 
delimit and conceal construction sites. By masking the walls, the panelling 
numbs/obstructs the viewer’s gaze and at the same time undermines their habitual 
perception of the exhibition space. 
 
Of course, Pregressa is not a censorious operation intended to protest against the art 
system. Instead, Termini takes an analytical attitude here, investigating on the context 
which surrounds art and, more precisely, on the role and identity of the art gallery. With 
this project, Giovanni Termini set himself the aim of unveiling and –  at the same time – 
hiding the genesis of an art exhibition (including his own). 
 
The exhibit ion runs through June 25, 2016 .  
 
  



Giovanni Termini (Assoro, 1972) is among the most promising Italian sculptors of his 
generation. He has drawn the attention of both art critics and the audience due to his 
interventions aimed at altering and invading the exhibition space, which bends to the 
artist’s will and becomes one with his work. One notable example is the large reinforced 
framework made of materials usually employed in the construction industry, presented 
between 2013 and 2014 at La Pescheria Visual Art Centre in Pesaro. 
 
GENERAL INFO 
 
Venue: Renata Fabbri arte contemporanea – Via Stoppani, 15/C – 20129 Milan 
Contacts: info@renatafabbri.it – ph. +39 02 91477463 
Exhibit ion t it le :  Pregressa  
Dates: 2 May – 25 June 2016 
Inauguration: Monday 2 May, from 6.30 PM 
Hours: Tuesday – Saturday, 3.30 PM to 7.30 PM (Mondays and mornings by appointment) 
Staff and Press Office: Renata Fabbri, Renata Fabbri arte contemporanea, Milan 


