
Sasha Wolf is pleased to present Redshift, Caleb Charland’s second solo show with the 
gallery. 

Redshift is the phenomena of light as it comes into contact with gravity. Since the 
speed of light is ever constant, it can not speed up when entering a gravitational 
field nor slow down when leaving one. To compensate for the effects of gravity, light 
maintains speed by shifting color; light moving away from a gravitational field shifts 
toward red. 

In this new series of images – comprised mostly of unique photograms – Charland 
has continued his study of photographic precepts while diving deeper into the basic 
scientific principals of time, light, optical illusions and planetary phenomena. 

With the occasional wink at the most basic of darkroom techniques, Charland employs 
apparatus such as dodging tools (Moon Phase, #1410 and Pendulum, Dodge & Burn 
#1405) and his own sternum (Solar Plexus) to mimic and capture elements of the 
solar system. He goes deeper into his preoccupation with time, space and geometric 
patterns with his various illusory compositions. This show synthesizes ideas that 
Charland has been working on for over a decade. 

“We have traveled a long way since those far off times when our ancestors gazed in 
wonder at the starry skies. As civilization progressed, Science arose out of a desire 
for a deeper understanding of the mechanisms of nature. I have untold reverence 
for the processes and rigor of great thinkers from the past; from Ptolemy to Newton, 
the pursuit of rare moments exposed the thread-work Einstein would see as an all 
encompassing cosmic fabric. Over the last few years the discovery of the existence 
of higher dimensions, the paradoxes of light speed, and theories of space and time 
folding over onto itself have informed and challenged my practice.

Whether attempting to capture the interactions of light and gravity directly, or utilizing 
the basic tools of the darkroom to mimic cosmic possibilities, my hope is that this work 
affirms that even within the well tested laws of science there are, and must always be, 
pathways to reinterpretation and discovery.” 

 – Caleb Charland, March 2016
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Growing up in rural Maine, Charland spent much of his childhood helping his father 
renovate their family home. This work instilled in Charland an awareness of the 
potential use of materials, and the ability to fabricate his visions. Charland earned a 
BFA in photography with departmental honors from the Massachusetts College of 
Art and Design in 2004, an MFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago as a 
Trustees Fellow in 2010, and was a participant at the Skowhegan School of Painting 
and Sculpture in 2009. He recently received the prestigious Pollock-Krasner Foundation 
grant in photography for 2016.

His work has been exhibited nationally and internationally, notably in solo shows at 
Blue Sky Gallery, Portland, Oregon in 2010, Michael Mazzeo Gallery, New York in 2011, 
and Gallery Kayafas, Boston in 2013. He has been included in dozens of group shows 
including at ClampArt, New York in 2012, Brancolini Grimaldi, London in 2012, and The 
deCordova Sculpture Park and Museum, Lincoln, Massachusetts in 2012. During the 
summer of 2014, Charland’s work was part of a group show curated by Katherine Ware 
at The New Mexico Museum of Art, and in the summer of 2015, Charland was included 
in a group show entitled “Take One: Contemporary Photographs” at The Philadelphia 
Museum of Art. Also in 2015, Charland was a featured speaker at the f295 Symposium 
in Pittsburgh, PA. His work is represented in several major collections including 
The Philadelphia Museum of Art, The Progressive Collection, and The Smithsonian 
American Art Museum, and he is featured regularly in literary publications.

Charland has received both print and web press, including coverage in The New Yorker, 
Collector Daily, and the Wall Street Journal, among others. Charland currently lives and 
works in Maine.


