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Galerie Max Hetzler, Paris, is delighted to present Jérémy
Demester’s first solo exhibition.

Jérémy Demester explores the nature of art and its relation

to the founding myths of our world: symbolism, energies,

alchemy, fate, sacred representations... His paintings and

sculptures can thus never be taken at surface value as

they are always layered with diverse, and sometimes

cryptic, meaning. His work, often the result of

collaboration (with craftsmen, children, scientists,

philosophers and friends, who form what he names La

Demestria), avoids being self-involved and rather opens itself to the world.

In reference to his nomadic roots, Demester describes himself a gypsy painter and a quest for identity underpins

his work. As the descendant of a wandering ancestry, who drifted between continents, Demester is unsurprisingly

influenced by a wide variety of cultures and traditions. It is also an inherited Wanderlust that recently drew the

artist to Africa, where he was invited for a residency at the Zinsou Foundation in Benin – the connection between

Demester and the African continent is the word gypsy, which traces its etymological roots to Egypt. During the

residency in Cotonou, he discovered an alternate way of connecting to the world, through the power of magic,

rituals and dances inspired by a keen observance and insightful knowledge of nature as well as of the spirit world.

Demester accidentally recognised this same unique energy in the village children’s dances. He thus asked them

to hold his paintings whilst dancing in order to allow the natural pigments and locally sourced oils to flow in

accordance with these uncontrolled forces. The concept of ‘gravity’ is shattered and the viewer can’t decipher

the movements preceding the creation. Demester talks about the absence of rationality and the idea of a

“painting without seeing”. His canvases stretched with ebony wood are then exposed to the elements outdoors

during the rain season, before being re-stretched.

A large metallic triptych in the exhibition constitutes a sort of halfway point between painting and sculpture. Acting

as a counterpoint to the African paintings, this series of “holographic paintings” departs from the Vin d’Anjou

series, also exhibited, which experiments with the notion of blood. Here, with the Três Veladoras (a reference to

Pessoa’s writings), Demester explores the delicate notion of skin. The three works adopt the form of a tessellating

hourglass, which can also be read as an extremely simplified anthropomorphic shape. Unlike his paintings on

canvas, which absorb energy, the metal reflects and diffuses these transcendental forces. The holographic

paintings evoke the infinite variations of skin tone, and are far from being monochromatic, although they appear

white: there is no single colour that could successfully embody the tonal variety of the human epidermis. Through

these works, the artist aims to create a physical relationship with colour: a real tangible sensation instead of an

image or a tint.

Starting from 17 May, a solo exhibition of Jérémy Demester’s works will be shown at Ecole des Beaux-Arts in

Paris. Selected works will also be shown at Choices at the Palais de Tokyo, 20, 21 and 22 May.

A conversation with the artist will take place at the gallery Sunday 22 May at 5 pm. 
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Jérémy Demester (*1988, born in Digne, France) lives and works in Paris. A graduate of the Rocailles School of

Fine Arts in Biarritz and the Ecole nationale supérieure des Beaux-Arts in Paris, he received in 2015 Dean’s

Honours and the Friends of the Beaux-Arts Prize. In 2014, Jérémy Demester was also awarded the Aurige

Finance Prize. His work has been included in several group shows such as Ciel d’Ether at the Brownstone

Foundation in Paris, Minéral at Galerie Max Hetzler Paris in 2015 and Demester/Deprez/Föll/Grosvenor/Simon at

Galerie Max Hetzler Berlin in 2016. His work has also been the subject of several solo shows: Empora, ENSBA

Paris in 2014, Original Zeke at the Zinsou Foundation in Cotonou, Bénin in 2015 and at the project room of the

Galerie Art & Essai of the Université de Rennes II. Demester’s works are represented in the collections of the

Zinsou Foundation and Istanbul Modern. 

Upcoming exhibitions and fairs:

Paris

Choices Paris
20 - 22 May 2016

la mia ceramica
4 June - 16 July 2016

Opening: 4 June, 6-8 pm

57, rue du Temple 75004 Paris

Berlin

Gallery Weekend Berlin
29 April - 1 May 2016

Edmund de Waal
29 April - 16 July 2016

Opening: 29 April, 6-9 pm

Bleibtreustrasse 45 / Goethestrasse 2/3, Berlin-Charlottenburg

Fairs

Frieze New York

5 - 8 May 2016
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