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The ICA is delighted to announce the first solo institutional exhibition in the UK by Martine Syms. Fact & 
Trouble will be presented in the Upper Galleries and run from 20 April – 19 June.  
  

Fact & Trouble is an exhibition of new and recent photography, video, and sculpture by Martine Syms (b. 
1988), a Los Angeles based artist with an ongoing interest in historiography, semiotics, and pop. Syms is 
interested in how language and physical gestures are used within the American media as expressions of 
identity. Her ICA exhibition will feature works derived from her recent video series Lessons, an incomplete 
poem in 180 sections. Each Lesson takes the form of a 30-second TV clip. The footage, which is original and 
appropriated, is a distillation of everyday life.  
 
Syms is the founder of Dominica, a publishing imprint dedicated to exploring black aesthetics in visual culture. 
Through publishing, video, and performance Syms explores the making and reception of meaning in present-
day America. On 22 April, Syms will present Misdirected Kiss, a performative lecture at the ICA that tells a story 
about language, movement, and performance as observed in black female entertainers. 
  
Syms will also participate in the ICA Artists’ Film Biennial, a five-day celebration of artists’ film and moving 
image, which will take place from 25–29 May 2016. The Biennial, now in its second edition will offer audiences 
the opportunity to see some of the best new film and rarely seen works in one place and engage directly with 
artists, curators and industry practitioners from all over the world. Syms will participate in the Artist Selected 
Screenings, presenting her own programme. She will select a number of works that are important to her, not 
necessarily her own, and present them in person followed by a Q&A with the ICA audience. 



For more information please contact: 
Olivia Cerio | SUTTON 
olivia@suttonpr.com | +44 (0)20 7183 3577 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
Listings information
Martine Syms: Fact & Trouble 
ICA, Upper Gallery 
20 April – 19 June 2016 
Private View: 19 April, 6pm – 9pm 
 
Martine Syms: Misdirected Kiss 
ICA, Cinema 1 
22 April 2016, 6.30pm 
 
Artists’ Film Biennial 2016  
ICA, Cinema  
25–29 May 2016 
Martine Syms Selected Screening 
28 May, 8.30pm 
#AFB16 

Day Membership priced at £1 now applies during gallery opening hours Wed-Sun, 11am-6pm, until 9pm on 
Thursdays. No Day Membership will be charged on Tuesdays. 
Ticket prices for day time films, talks, music events and other performances will include Day Membership. 
www.ica.org.uk | Twitter @icalondon | www.facebook.com/icalondon 
Book online www.ica.org.uk Call Box Office +44 (0)20 7930 3647 
Textphone +44 (0)20 7839 0737 
Institute of Contemporary Arts, The Mall, London, SW1Y 5AH 
 

About Martine Syms 
Martine Syms is an artist based in Los Angeles, born 1988. She is the founder of Dominica, a publishing 
imprint dedicated to exploring blackness in visual culture. Her artwork has been exhibited and screened 
extensively, including presentations at the New Museum, The Studio Museum in Harlem, Museum of 
Contemporary Art Los Angeles, MCA Chicago, Green Gallery, Gene Siskel Film Centre, and White Flag 
Projects. She has lectured at Yale University, SXSW, California Institute of the Arts, University of Chicago, 
Johns Hopkins University, and MoMA PS1, among other venues. Syms’ recently presented the exhibition 
Vertical Elevated Oblique at Bridget Donahue Gallery, New York. Forthcoming exhibitions include Electronic 
Superhighway 2016-1966, Whitechapel Gallery, London and Karma International, Los Angeles. 
 

About ICA 
Founded in 1946, the ICA seeks to embrace the urgency surrounding contemporary art and culture. 
Continually looking forward, the ICA lays claim to extraordinary legacy, being home to the Independent 
Group, as well as playing a pivotal role in the development of Pop Art, Op Art and Brutalist Architecture. It 
charted the course of Punk, Performance, Independent Cinema and Young British Art, while showcasing 
numerous international artists, from Yoko Ono to Gerhard Richter. The ICA has always supported 
interdisciplinary practice, encouraging artists to experiment and explore unresolved ideas. Comprising film 
screenings, exhibitions, talks and events, the ICA Programme can be experienced at our base on The Mall, 
via our website and social media, or as 'Off-Site' projects at alternative venues, nationally and 
internationally. The ICA has a longstanding fascination with the evolution of Pop culture in our mass digital 
age. ica.org.uk 
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