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From Wednesday 8 June to Friday 16 September 2016 
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Press Preview: Tuesday 7 June 2016, 5 pm 
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Mornings and Saturdays by appointment only. Closed in August 

Venue: VIASATERNA, Via Leopardi 32, Milan; Tel. +39 02.36725378; www.viasaterna.com 

 

2016 – On New Italian Photography  features works by Alessandro Calabrese, Federico 

Clavarino, Martina Corà, Bea De Giacomo, Teresa Giannico, Delfino Legnani, Allegra Martin, 

Vittoria Mentasti, Domingo Milella, Francesco Nazardo, Alessandro Sambini, Lele Saveri 

and The Cool Couple. It is an initial reconnaissance undertaken by VIASATERNA on the 

contemporary Italian photography scene, of which it captures the great vitality through the work of 

13 artists chosen on the basis of their originality and the heterogeneity of their various research 

paths, identified as the key elements representing those to be found throughout the nation. All born 

post-1980, the artists in 2016 have also been chosen on the basis of their proximity to Fantom – 

the collective curating both this show and the Viasaterna exhibition programme ever since its 

inauguration – the various activities and research trajectories of which, over the years, the artists 

have been involved in. 

The exhibition is accompanied by a selection of publications from recently founded publishing 

houses, largely independent, both from Italy and abroad, including Dalpine, Discipula, Humboldt 

Books, NASTYNASTY©, Planar Books, Rorhof, Skinnerboox and many others. A fundamental 

contribution to the spread of work by Italian artists abroad, to their aggregation and the renewal of 

a whole system, Publishing is the 14th protagonist of this show, the driving force behind the 

establishment of photography – of Italian photography in particular – thanks to its capillary and 

accessible nature. 

 

2016 – On New Italian Photography  does not acknowledge or promote a specific line of research. 

There is no school. No recurring theme. No common style. On the contrary, it is in the very lack of 
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a macroscopic shared principle – in terms of its positive fragmentation – that it identifies the 

distinctive characteristic and richness of a unique and dynamic scenario.  

 

There is no shortage of pure photography, with the landscapes of Domingo Milella, majestic 

interrogatives on man’s relationship with history and with the environment he inhabits, and both 

rigorous and luminous architectural views by Allegra Martin. Others reappraise, manipulate, 

transform and hybridise some of the typical codes of photography: Francesco Nazardo and Bea 

De Giacomo start out from fashion photography imagery, and Delfino Legnani from that of 

commercial photography, grafting them onto the corpus of contemporary research; Vittoria 

Mentasti frees reportage from the need of an event; Lele Saveri blends together the most 

archetypal documentation of civil protests with the schemas of typological seriality, thereby 

achieving an estranging effect. Then there are works revolving around the principle of narrative: 

Federico Clavarino provides the spectator with all the clues necessary to organise a story within a 

noir-edged context; Alessandro Sambini questions the whole narrative framework of the 

communication system; The Cool Couple tell stories of political and civil interest in sarcastic and 

surreal tones. Lastly, some artists intervene on the language of photography itself, altering its 

relationship with reality: Alessandro Calabrese presents a sort of super-photography, partly 

illegible, through the overlapping of various layers of imagery; Teresa Giannico photographs 

cardboard environments build with other photographs, triggering an irremediable short circuit; 

Martina Corà draws on pre-existing images and presents them on peculiar supports, thus creating 

mysterious photographic objects. 

 

2016 - On New Italian Photography  features all this in a single event. Without classifications or 

hierarchies, but on the contrary, juxtaposing and combining radically diverse themes, poetics and 

aesthetics. The multiplication of styles, interests and points of view constitutes the characterising 

element of this new Italian photography. There is no contraction towards a single point, but rather 

expansion, dilation, breadth and multiplicity. This is what lies behind its great vivacity over the last 

few years, which has led to numerous international awards, marking a time of great expansion. 

The starting line is a noble and well-rooted tradition; the finishing line is a series of experiences 

that feed on both internal and external elements, ones both articulated and disarming. It’s a single 

flow which takes a different direction each time. Thus deviations. With tributaries and inflows. 

Without control. Creating a tight-knit network that holds together its visionary nature with 

mathematical discipline. 
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THE ARTISTS ON SHOW: 
 

ALESSANDRO CALABRESE 

Trento, 1983, lives and works in Italy 

After graduating in architecture from the IUAV University in Venice, in 2012 he completed a Master 

in Photography and Visual Design at NABA (New Academy of Fine Arts) in Milan, and moved to 

Amsterdam, working both as an assistant to the photographer Hans Van Der Meer and with 

Paradox, where he developed his interest in photography publishing. Back in Italy, he began to 

collaborate with publishers such as Skinnerboox, Editions Du Lic and Genda Magazine, and since 

2015 he has worked as a professor at the Carrara Fine Arts Academy of Bergamo. In 2013, he 

was shortlisted for the first edition of the Francesco Fabbri Prize, and in 2014, together with Milo 

Montelli, he edited the book A Drop In The Ocean, winner of the Prina Prize and displayed on the 

occasion of Fotografia Europea in Reggio Emilia and the Photography Triennial of Hamburg. In 

2015, he was selected once more with the same project for the Francesco Fabbri Prize, and was 

invited to present his work at the Winterthur Fotomuseum on the occasion of Pla(t)form. A finalist 

at the Prix Levallois 2015 (Paris), together with the publishing house Skinnerboox, he published 

Die Deutsche Punkinvasion, which was then displayed during the Fotopub Festival of Novo Mesto 

(Slovenia). In September 2015, he was chosen from among the 21 young talents on the 

international photography scene by Foam Magazine with the work A Failed Entertainment, 

displayed at the Atelier Neerlandais (Paris), De Markten (Brussels) and the Beaconsfield Gallery 

(London). Since 2016 he has been represented by Viasaterna. 

 
FEDERICO CLAVARINO 

Turin, 1984, lives and works in Madrid  

After having completed a Master in Literature and Creative Writing at the Holden School in Turin, 

in 2007 he moved to Madrid where he studied photography at the BlankPaper School and began 

to develop his own photographic projects, following the courses of the photographer Fosi Vegue, 

founder and director of the school. Since 2011 he has worked at the BlankPaper School, where he 

teaches photography. In 2011 he presented his first book: Ukraina Pasport (Fiesta Ediciones), 

which won him a mention of honour as best photographic book of the year at the PhotoEspaña 
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Award. In 2014, together with the publishing house Akina Books, he published his second project, 

Italia o Italia, of which the original prints were put on display in 2015 at FOTOGRAFIA – 

International Festival of Rome, and he was supported by the La Caixa Foundation FotoPres, with 

which he began to work on a new project, Hereafter, due to be completed in 2017. His latest work, 

The Castle, is displayed for the first time in Italy, and in April 2016 it was published in book form by 

the Spanish publishing house Dalpine. Since 2016 he has been represented by Viasaterna. 

 

MARTINA CORÀ 

Como, 1987, lives and works in Milan 

After graduating in 2009 from the European Institute of Design in Milan with a thesis on reportage, 

starting from 2010 she began to develop an ever greater interest in landscape photography linked 

to the Italian tradition and to visual arts in general, paying great attention to forms of new media 

and net art. A freelance photographer, she specialises in corporate and lifestyle projects, working 

with both national and international clients, including EXPO 2015, Kellogg’s, Louis Vuitton, Brooks 

Brothers, Coca Cola, Lavazza, Monte dei Paschi di Siena, and collaborating with various 

photographic agencies and newspapers, such as Il Corriere Della Sera, La Repubblica, Il Giorno 

and Il Fotografo. Among her group shows, we might mention Parlami di me at the Studio Morinn 

(Milan 2008), Sound in a Frame at the Spazio Aurora (Milan, 2009), Untitled 1 at the Galleria 

Castelli (Milan, 2009), Untitled 2 (Milan, 2010), Self Publish, Be Naughty at MiCamera (Milan, 

2011), and Viaggio in Italia? (Savignano, 2014). Since 2016 she has been represented by 

Viasaterna.  

 

BEA DE GIACOMO 

Varese, 1982, lives and works in Milan 

After graduating in 2008 from the European Institute of Design in Milan, she began working as 

freelance photographer, specialising in still-life photography. Over recent years she has focused on 

portraiture and publishing projects. Her work in known on an international level and her 

collaborations include prestigious magazines and brands such as The New York Times, 

Wallpaper*, Vogue, Mousse Magazine, Missoni and Alessi. In 2016 she was chosen by Mousse to 

put her name to the Miart 2016 advertising campaign. Both her commercial and her personal work 

are characterised by a clean-cut style, centring around the search for harmony between form and 

composition, with the aim of conferring naturalness and simplicity even to the most constructed of 

scenarios, through the calculation and control of imperfection. Simplicity also lies at the heart of 

her personal work, which has always been of a vernacular grounding and is developed around 
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everyday life and the intimate sphere; she investigates family places, relations and connections, in 

a domestic and often rural context. Among her main group shows, we might mention Jump at Art-

O-Rama (Marseilles, 2014), Soup of Flies at the Pomo Gallery (Milan, 2014), Disappearance on 

the occasion of PhotoArtVerona (Verona, 2011), Sie Leben at the AC-Galerie (Berlin, 2010), Prime 

Visioni at the Galleria Belvedere (Milan, 2010), and (F)our on the occasion of the European 

Photography Festival (Reggio Emilia, 2009). 

 

TERESA GIANNICO 

Bari, 1985, lives and works in Milan 

After graduating in Figurative Arts from the Academy of Fine Arts of Bari, she specialised in 

Drawing and Painting, while developing a strong interest in set design and theatre and growing 

ever closer to photography. In 2012 she moved to Milan and attended the Master in Photography 

and Visual Design at NABA (New Academy of Fine Arts) and worked as an assistant together with 

the photographers Paolo Ventura and Toni Thorimbert. After having displayed her work for the first 

time at Plat(t)form 2015, held at the Fotomuseum in Winterthur (Switzerland), she was asked to 

display her work on the occasion of the Fotopub Festival in Novo Mesto (Slovenia) and at 

Circulation(s) in Paris. In 2015, she was shortlisted for the Francesco Fabbri Prize for her work Lay 

Out. Over the last year and a half, she has concentrated exclusively on her own personal research, 

focusing on the creation of new series and projects. Since 2016 she has been represented by 

Viasaterna.  

 

DELFINO LEGNANI 

Milan, 1986, lives and works in Milan 

After graduating in Architecture from Milan Polytechnic, he became a member of the Association of 

Italian Journalists and began to work as a photographer for major international newspapers and 

independent magazines, such as Domus, Abitare, Elle Decor, Vogue Italia, Apartamento, Mousse 

Magazine, Kaleidoscope, The New York Times, Repubblica and Corriere Della Sera. Alternating 

between reportage, architectural and still-life photography, his work has been awarded prizes and 

displayed in museums and institutions such as the V&A in London, the Milan Triennial as well as in 

numerous galleries and exhibition spaces such as the Pomo Gallery (Milan, 2014), Il Crepaccio 

(Milan, 2014), and the MIA Art Fair (Milan, 2011). In 2012 and 2014, he took part in the 13th and 14th 

Architecture Biennale of Venice as part of Common Ground and Monditalia, along with Cino Zucchi 

and Matilde Cassani. 
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ALLEGRA MARTIN 

Vittorio Veneto, 1980, lives and works in Milan 

A pupil of Guido Guidi, she graduated in 2007 in Architecture from the IUAV University of Venice, 

with a photographic thesis on the Veneto landscape. In 2011 she took part in a project on welfare 

spaces in Emilia promoted by Linea di Confine per la Fotografia Contemporanea, and selected for 

the residency project Confotografia in L’Aquila, and for the artist residence in the field of the 

research initiative Decolonizing Architecture in Bethlehem (Palestine).�in 2013 the Istituto I2a of 

Lugano commissioned a project from her on the CSS Calculus Centre of Lugano.�In May 2014, 

Lido. A sud di Nessun Nord was published, edited by the Osservatorio Fotografico of Ravenna, 

while in 2015 Double Bind was published by Quinlan Editrice. Her solo shows include Second 

Choice at Breadfield (Malmö, 2014). Her main group shows include The Third Island at La 

Triennale (Milan, 2015), Il presente on the occasion of the 14th Photography Festival of Rome, 

Calamita/à on the occasion of the Alt +1000 Festival in Rossinière (Switzerland), Dove viviamo, 

curated by the Osservatorio Fotografico (Ravenna),�Laboratorio Italia at the Spazio ex MIR MAR 

(SiFest#23, Savignano sul Rubicone), Konstellationen at the Galerie f5.6 (Munich), Calamita/à. 

Indagini e ricerche nei territori del Vajont (Padova Fotografia), Uno Sguardo Lento (MIA Fair 2015), 

Konstellationen at the Galerie f5.6 (Munich, 2013), From There To Now, Learning Photography at 

Micamera (Milan, 2013). Since 2013 Allegra Martin has been among the curators of Exposed, a 

research platform which exploits photography and other media to investigate the city of Milan and 

its transformation. �

 

VITTORIA MENTASTI 

Turin, 1986, lives and works in Italy and in the Middle East 

After having attended the New Media Course at the Brera Academy of Fine Arts in Milan, in 2011 

she moved to New York where she studied photojournalism and documentary photography at the 

International Center of Photography (ICP). She currently works as a freelance photographer in the 

Middle East, collaborating with a number of major journals such as The New Yorker, Time 

Magazine, Newsweek, Huck Magazine, Vice Magazine, CNN, CBC News, Vogue, IoDonna. In 

2013 she received special mention from the Magenta Foundation, and was selected among the 

finest emerging photographers. In 2014 she was included by Magnum among the 30 best 

photographers under 30. Among the main exhibitions and festivals in which she has taken part, we 

might mention the Royal Photographic Society International Print Exhibition at the Royal Albert Hall 

(London 2015), the Delhi Photo Festival (India, 2015), Fotofilmic'15 at the Sous Les Etoiles Gallery 

(New York, 2015), Top 30 Under 30, The Photography Show with Magnum at the NEC 
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(Birmingham, 2014), My Truth, Your Truth at the Rita K. Hillman Education Gallery (New York, 

2011). 

 

DOMINGO MILELLA 

Bari, 1981, lives and works between Bari and London 

After moving to New York, he studied photography at the School of Visual Arts under the guidance 

of Stephen Shore. His works have been displayed at the Brancolini Grimaldi Gallery in London, at 

the Tracy Williams in New York, the Foam Museum in Amsterdam, the MACRO in Rome, the 54th 

Venice Biennale and Les Rencontres de la Photographie in Arles. His works have been included in 

major national and international collections, including the Margulies Collection of Miami and the 

Borusan Contemporary of Istanbul. His solo shows include that at the Grimaldi Gavin (London, 

2015), the Tracy Williams Ltd (New York, 2014), the Brancolini Grimaldi (London, 2012), and the 

exhibition Orli Estremi di Qualche Età Sepolta, curated by 3/3 at Palazzo Coiro (Castelmezzano, 

2011). The group shows in which the artist has taken part include Italy Inside Out at Palazzo della 

Regione (Milan, 2015), Esprit Mediterranéen at the Pinoteca di Bari (2011), Giovane fotografia di 

ricerca in Puglia at the Fondazione Museo Pino Pascali (Bari, 2011), Egosistemi – Nature 

Becomes Art at Palazzo Panichi (Pietrasanta, 2011). In 2014, he published his first book with 

Steidl, Domingo Millella, and in 2015 he was among the curators of the exhibition Tempo al Tempo 

at the Roman Road Gallery (London). 

 

FRANCESCO NAZARDO 

Milan, 1986, lives and works between Lausanne and Milan 

After graduating in History from the SOAS University of London, he moved to New York, where he 

works as a freelance photographer and as an assistant together with the photographers Ryan 

McGinley and Asger Carlsen. While a student on the Master in Visual Arts at the ECAL Art School 

of Lausanne, his photographs were published in major national and international journals and 

magazines, such as L’Uomo Vogue, Dazed & Confused Magazine and Vice. He has exhibited in 

various group shows, including Life Is a Bed of Roses at the Fondation Ricard (Paris, 2015), Solar 

Anus at the SOMA (Mexico City, 2015), Means of Production at Les Urbaines (Lausanne, 2015), 

Find The Crack at the Ed Varie (New York, 2013), What’s Next: The Future of Photography at the 

FOAM Museum (Amsterdam, 2011), and Face, Head and Shoulders on the occasion of the 

Copenhagen Photo Festival (2011). In 2016 he will take part in the exhibition Ehi Voi on the 

occasion of the Rome Quadrennial.  
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ALESSANDRO SAMBINI 

Rovigo, 1982, lives and works in Milan 

After having gained a degree in Design from the Free University of Bolzano and a Master in 

Research Architecture from the Department of Visual Cultures at Goldsmith’s College (London), he 

moved to Milan. Here he began to work with photography, video and other multimedia supports, 

and to question the needs and approaches that regulate the production of new images, their 

circulation and spread, and the various fields of relation between the image itself and the general 

public. In 2016 he took part in the collective exhibition curated by Francesca Lazzarini Stories 

From the Edge at the Kunsthaus in Graz (Austria). The artist’s projects were also presented on the 

occasion of Foto/Industria, 2nd Biennale of Industrial Photography curated by François Hébel at the 

MAST (Bologna, 2015), at the Serra dei Giardini in Venice on the occasion of the 57th Art Biennale 

of Venice, and in Lo Spettatore Emancipato curated by Angela Madesani at the Galleria Giovanni 

Bonelli (Milan, 2014). Over recent years, he has collaborated with various artistic institutions 

including the Museum of Photography of Cinisello Balsamo (Milan) and the Milan Triennial. He is 

represented by the Michela Rizzo Gallery of Venice.  

 

LELE SAVERI 

Rome, 1980, lives and works in New York 

An artist, photographer, curator and founder of the Muddguts Gallery in Brooklyn and the 

publishing collective 8-Ball Community, he has long focused on the organisation of events and 

initiatives linked to the world of photography and the visual arts, curating projects and exhibitions in 

collaboration with some of the most authoritative contemporary artists of our era.  

The project The Newsstand, one given over to the diffusion of zines and independent publications, 

set up in 2013 inside the New York subway, was put on show on the occasion of the exhibition 

New Photography – Ocean of Images staged at the MoMA in New York. 	
 

THE COOL COUPLE 

1986-87, live and work in Milan 

The Cool Couple are a duo founded in 2012 by Niccolò Benetton (1986) and Simone Santilli 

(1987). Their research, drawing on people’s everyday relationships with images, is an attempt to 

highlight short circuits in the collective imagination. The idea that photography is a collective form 

of behaviour has led TCC to make use of a wide range of languages, ranging from video to 

installation. Their work has been displayed at CCC Strozzina, Fondazione Bevilacqua La Masa, 

the Unseen Photography Fair, the Circulations Festival and at Les Rencontres de la Photographie 
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in Arles. In 2014 they were shortlisted for the Kassel Photobook Festival Award, winning the 

Francesco Fabbri Prize for contemporary photography and a study grant at the Fondazione 

Bevilacqua la Masa in Venice. In 2015, they were selected for the Plat(t)form programme at the 

Fotomuseum in Winterthur, and were nominated for the Discovery Award at the Festival Les 

Rencontres d’Arles. In October 2015, they were awarded the Graziadei Prize for contemporary 

photography, exhibiting during the Festival Fotografia in Rome at the MACRO, and in December 

they were among the ten finalists for the Artevisione Prize, promoted by Care/of and Sky. The Cool 

Couple is represented by the Metronom Gallery of Modena and MLZ Art Dep.of Trieste..  

 

THE CURATORS: 

 

FANTOM 

After first appearing in Milan and New York in 2009 with the publication of a quarterly magazine 

and a series of books distributed in over 20 countries, after the publication of 10 issues, the 

magazine series came to a halt in 2012, and the project developed into a curatorial collective that 

continues the examination of the “uses and abuses of photography.” Since then, the team has 

continuted to curate publishing projects and exhibitions, including solo shows by Mario Milizia, 

Ruth van Beek and Taisuke Koyama, the Rencontres Internationales de la Photo de Fès 

(Morocco, 2014), as well as the special projects by Batia Suter and Maurizio Anzeri for MiArt 2014 

and 2015. 

 

THE FANTOM TEAM  

Selva Barni 

The founder and director of Fantom. She works as editorial and photography consultant for 

companies and publishing houses, and teaches “Photography Editing and Publishing” at the 

Master in Photography and Visual Design at the New Academy of Fine Arts (NABA) in Milan. She 

worked as a freelance photographer and photo editor in New York, where she completed her 

studies in the MoMA photography department, collaborating with photographers such as Ralph 

Gibson, Robert Polidori and Sally Gall.  

 

Massimo Torrigiani 

Chairman of the curatorial board of the PAC, Milan’s contemporary art museum, and director of the 

new complex for contemporary art and culture in Bari. Since 2014 he has been artistic director of 
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Capo d’Arte, a cycle of exhibitions in Gagliano del Capo (province of Lecce, Italy), for which he has 

curated solo shows by artists such as Yang Fudong and the Soundwalk Collective. He is creative 

director of Art in the City, a festival in Shanghai, the city in which from 2010 to 2012 he directed SH 

Contemporary, a contemporary art fair. He is co-founder and co-director of Fantom and of the 

creative agency Boiler Corporation. 

 

Francesco Zanot 

A curator of Camera – the Italian Centre for Photography, Turin, and critic, he has worked on 

exhibitions and publications with some of the greatest Italian and international photographers. He 

has curated books dedicated to artists such as Mark Cohen, Guido Guidi, Takashi Homma, Linda 

Fregni Nagler, Linda Fregni Nagler, Domingo Milella and Boris Mikhailov. His essays have been 

published in books on the work of Ettore Sottsass, Luigi Ghirri, Antonio Rovaldi, and, together with 

Alec Soth, he is the author of the book Ping Pong Conversations. Director of the Master in 

Photography and Visual Design organised by the NABA in Milan, he has been a partner of Fantom 

ever since its foundation. 

 


