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Paul Kasmin Gallery is pleased to announce 
the inaugural exhibition of Psyche by Saint 
Clair Cemin, on view from May 26 – August 
19, 2016 at 297 Tenth Avenue, New York.  
 
Internationally renowned sculptor Saint Clair 
Cemin will unveil the ethereal sculpture 
Psyche, a large-scale marble boat that 
appears to float atop its bronze cradle. 
Measuring over 16 feet in length and carved 
from a single piece of Sichuan marble that 
began as 30,000 pounds, the work alludes to 
its namesake Psyche, goddess of the soul, 
and her true love, Eros. Though the viewer is 
drawn into antiquity, the sculpture transcends 

its legendary inspiration as it becomes a fully functional boat, capable of floating on water.  
 
Inspired by the original tale in which Psyche and Eros are reunited and married by the gods, Cemin 
gives rise to the mysticism of this classical story of love and desire. In this portrayal of the myth, 
Psyche serves as the vessel (the soul) for Eros, who is symbolized by a long snake that stretches 
along the length of the boat and embraces both the bow and the stern in a highly stylized fashion.   
 
Though the stone began as a strong, solid block, through the careful and delicate crafting of the 
walls, the vessel develops a translucency when lit from behind. The quietness of the sculpture, 
despite its grand scale, mirrors the true love of Psyche and Eros.  
 
Saint Clair Cemin was born and raised in the rural town of Cruz Alta, Brazil, and went on to study at 
the École Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts in Paris. Cemin’s extensive sculptural lexicon 
presents a bold array of work exhibited widely throughout the United States and abroad and is 
included in the collections of the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Fonds National d’Art 
Contemporain, Paris, France; Fisher Landau Center for Art, Long Island City, NY; Rooseum, 
Stockholm, Sweden; The Broad Art Foundation, Los Angeles, CA; the Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Los Angeles, CA; and Inhotim, Minas Gerais, Brazil, among many others. Cemin currently lives in New 
York and has studios in Beijing and Red Hook, New York. This will be the artist's fourth exhibition at 
Paul Kasmin Gallery. 
 
Image: Psyche, 2015. Marble and bronze. Marble: 39 3/8 x 196 7/8 x 39 3/8 inches, 
bronze base: 27 1/2 x 102 3/4 x 27 ½ inches. 
 
 
 


