
	

 
etHALL Dibujo Contemporáneo – Carrer Joaquín Costa 30, 08001, Barcelona 

	

	
	
Manuel Saiz 
Marginal Improvements 
 
May 27th – June 18th, 2016 
Opening: May 27th, 8pm 
 
Within the frame of Loop Barcelona, the work presented in Marginal Improvements by 
Manuel Saiz exposes the semantic precariousness of apparently transparent forms of 
communication and meaning. Using the grammar and narrational devices of various genres, 
such as the televisión soap opera, documentary, TV commercials and film, the works provoke 
questions that are fundamental to the idea of what is ‘art’ and ‘the artist’ and the recreation 
and representation of experience. 
 
A New Chance for Symbolic Dimension (2005), is a video installation based on a scene of 
Ingmar Bergman The Magician (Ansiktet, 1958) in which art and society, magic and art are 
confronted. The work uses a clever application of mechanical sorcery that creates a magic 
phenomenon that echoes the fakery and trickery of the film.  The work was first shown at 
Alma Enterprises (London) in 2005, and in Nit fosques de l’anima in Bólit, Girona. 
 
In this scene the authorities of a little Swedish village at beginning of twentieth century, 
medical, police and governor, examine to a group of showmen that just arrived in town. The 
visitors use occultists’ techniques and optical tricks for their shows annoying the positivism 
ideology rooted in science and politics; in return and with the excuse of public safety they 
humiliate the members of the company.  Dr Vogler (Max von Sidow) is the artist, the 
representative of the sublime and the uncertain that confronts health minister, Dr. Vergerus, 
who represents the Truth of Science.   
 
Specialized Technicians Required: Being Luis Porcar, has been exhibited internationally in 
numerous museums, festivals and galleries.  The work has received awards such as the first 
prize of Wintertur’s Kurz Film Festival and a special mention at Transmediale, Berlin. 
 
 
 
Manuel Saiz (La Rioja, 1961) is a renowned international artist whose work deals with the 
relationships between human behaviour and technology and its impact in contemporary 
society. His work has been exhibited in numerous artistic spaces as the Institute of 
Contemporary Art and Whitechapel Gallery in London, the Museum of Moving Image in New 
York and the Intercomunication Center in Tokio.  He has recently presented the project One 
True Art in the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía in Madrid. 
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