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Ace Gallery Los Angeles presents SIGNS AND WONDERS, an exhibition of black and 
white non-editioned photographs by British artist Andrew Holmes. Photographs by 
Holmes depict a new kind of landscape juxtaposing a modern narrative with gothic 
overtones of stark black and white, minimal light, and an unsettling stillness. Many of 
the photographs are taken using only the singular light source of the moon and any 
source of artificial light is direct and contained. In the words of Holmes, “the camera 
revealed something the eye couldn’t see… instant dark adaption.” 
 
SIGN AND WONDERS engages the dialogue surrounding contemporary society, art, and 
culture, and provides an alternative to the modernist distinction between art object and 
romanticism of narrative. Holmes examines the subconscious through the dramatic 
opposition between light and dark. Holmes explains, “the unknown, the subconscious, 
and the threat are represented as darkness, as black, in opposition to the Modern, where 
clarity, knowledge, and lucidity are represented by white.” The longevity of this 
subconscious human experience is reflected in the narrative of Holmes’s photographs, as 
it relates to and is visualized in the current moment. 
 
The series was photographed in a variety of locations including desolate areas of France, 
Italy, and Germany, as well as the Eastern Sierra Mountains and Yosemite National Park 
in California. Each photograph embraces the mystery of the natural landscape. Photos 
are taken of Italy’s Fiumelatte, a river with unknown origins with disappears during the 
winter, and Italy’s Lake Como, the lake into which the Fiumelatte runs. One photograph 
captures sunlight reflected in a pond in Grunewald Forest, the forest outside Berlin from 
which mass amounts of timber was harvested during the second World War. Another 
photograph taken in Yosemite portrays bathers, cautiously entering the water for a dark 
night’s swim. 
 
Holmes’ departure from color drawings and photography speculates a new form of 
exploration for the artist. Inspired by the unrefined nature of Gothic Romanticism, Signs 
and Wonders focuses on a spiritual renewal where “silhouette, surface, texture and 
detail are paramount” within each photograph, and “the final image appears quite 
uncanny in a subtle and indefinable way.” 
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Holmes has a 50-year background in film photography. As technology rapidly progresses, 
Holmes has shifted his practice to digital photography to most effectively communicate 
each visual narrative. In doing so, Holmes states that “all the information in the shadows 
and highlights can be retained … an image has full tonal range similar to the one the 
human eye sees.” 
 
Andrew Holmes was born in 1947 in Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, and studied at the 
Architectural Association, London. After graduating, Holmes pursued a career as an artist, 
architect and teacher. He is a Professor of Architecture at Oxford’s Brookes University, 
Guest Professor at the TU Berlin, and a Visiting Scholar at the Getty Research Institute, Los 
Angeles. Throughout his 40-year career, Holmes has been exhibited in specific forms in 
two categories, which he calls Arrangements and Nonuments, organized under the 
principle of Informalism. Holmes currently lives and works in London. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GALLERY HOURS: TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM 

COMPLIMENTARY ON-SITE PARKING DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS 

For further information and visuals please contact Ace Gallery Los Angeles 
323.935.3388 or email acegallery@acegallery.net 


