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The Museo Lázaro Galdiano is proud to present the exhibition of work by Andrzej Tobis 
entitled A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary curated by Bogna Świątkowska and included in the 
official section of the 19th edition of PHotoEspaña, the international festival of 
photography and visual arts. The show will be on display in the museum's Pardo Bazán 
Hall from 4 June to 28 August. 
 
A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary is undoubtedly one of the most important artistic activities 
undertaken in Poland in the 21st century, according to the chief curator of the Warsaw 
Museum of Modern Art, Sebastian Cichocki. 
 
The point of departure for Tobis's A-Z project is the German-Polish illustrated 
dictionary Bildwörterbuch Deutsch und Polnisch, published in the German Democratic 
Republic (GDR) in 1954 with the aim of making the words easier to understand by 
accompanying them with illustrations. However, this curious publication teetered 
between an objective view of reality and a subjective distortion of it—no doubt due to 
the propaganda exigencies of the former East Germany—in which each definition and 
its illustration represented an attempt to "control" the idea or object defined. Fifty 
years later, the artist offers his own illustrated version of the words included in the 
dictionary. As Tobis explains, the photographs that accompany the original dictionary 
entries "can only be taken around Poland. The situations and objects that are 
photographed are not pre-arranged or digitally edited—they must be found".  
 
According to the curator Bogna Świątkowska, approximately 550 entries have been 
illustrated or located since the project began in November 2006. Tobis has created a 
digital database which he constantly updates and which can be accessed to view a 
more complete version of the project: www.aztobis.com. For the artist, the A-Z project 
represents a type of utopia: "It is unknown how long it will continue, although it is 
clear that it will never be realised in its entirety."  
 
Tobis explains that the A-Z project arose from his need to name and define the reality 
he experiences; if we accept that every definition is an attempt to control the word 
defined, then his A-Z project clearly represents a way of confronting the reality in 
which he lives and over whose shape, as he discovered, he had no influence. "I feel 
that the way we name what we see constitutes not only ourselves but also changes the 
reality in which we live. These initially unacknowledged intuitions eventually reveal the 
principles that underlay the approach to the project." For Tobis, defining reality implies 
an encounter with two aspects: language and the visual image of the world. "Both of 
these qualities are infinite, in practice impossible to embrace. The subjective 
perspective naturally limited the scope of the natural vision of the world." However, 
the chance discovery of the German-Polish illustrated dictionary published in the GDR 
in 1954 provided him with a linguistic key to redefine reality and with an ideal point of 

http://www.aztobis.com/
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reference, mid-way between an objective vision of the world and the subjective 
distortion of perception, in this case related to the propaganda requirements which 
the dictionary had to fulfil at the time. Its embedding in the "past system" was crucial 
for Tobis because when he embarked on the project he had lived the first half of his 
life in communist Poland and the second in the "new system". As he points out, "The 
stretch between the two systems, in which the words change their meaning, can be 
treated as an additional motivation to define the world anew. In my view, the type of 
defining that has any weight or meaning to it excludes the possibility of deliberate 
creation. So I decided to treat both the visual image of the world and the language 
(German and Polish), as two, or strictly speaking, three sets of ready-made elements." 
His task was simply to find the corresponding elements and relationships in these 
three sets, so the situations and objects photographed were not rigged or orchestrated 
in any way. The photo captions have also been transferred exactly as they appear in 
the original dictionary, including the archaisms and translation inaccuracies. The 
creative process was approached from two angles: real objects in the field inspired the 
search for their corresponding entries in the dictionary, while the dictionary entries 
prompted the search for objects in the field. 
 
"Working on another entry, I realized that every completed work is a peculiar triad of 
the entry in German, the corresponding one in Polish, and the image that often 
renders the meaning of both of them unevenly, or plays with this (these) meaning(s).  
This triad never meets at one point," explains the artist. "Sometimes they narrowly 
miss each other, but it is always at three separate points. Thus, a specifically shaped 
triangle of meanings is created every time. The true meaning of a given notion—if 
there is such a thing—lies somewhere between the three vertices in the surface area 
of the triangle corresponding to a given notion," says Tobis. 
 
According to the artist, "Adapting an open method of work, albeit based on several 
rules which are closely adhered to, but one that is free of any preconceptions, resulted 
throughout the process in the appearance of unforeseen contexts and threads: 
linguistic, sociological, historical, aesthetic, philosophical, and personal ones. Some of 
the discoveries were revelatory even to myself. And I accept them all. None of them 
exhaust the description of the whole." 
 
"To my surprise," says Tobis, "I noticed recently that of all the completed entries so far, 
the first one in alphabetical order is ‘Africa’ (‘Afryka’ in Polish) and the last is ‘giraffe’ 
(‘żyrafa’ in Polish). Perhaps this indicates that the whole reality contained within these 
two words, which I experience, is very ‘African’ to me despite being seemingly close?  
Maybe my state of mind is the state of mind of a man who has found himself in exotic 
circumstances, and everything he sees around him seems strange?" 
 
The partial exhibition of the A-Z project included in the official section of PHotoEspaña, 
dedicated in this 19th edition to providing a panoramic view of photography on the 
European continent, differs from the presentations offered to date in that for the very 
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first time the images are not arranged in alphabetical order but are grouped into 
related categories, which obey what the curator describes as somewhat subjective 
criteria. The result is a narrative or visual essay about Poland, a country perceived from 
Spain as distant and unknown, and which can therefore serve as the universal 
paradigm of a place situated on the edges of knowledge.  
 
In this exhibition hosted at the Pardo Bazán Hall of the Museo Lázaro Galdiano, the 
artist presents 70 photographs from his A-Z Illustrated Dictionary project, displayed in 
the style of an educational cabinet and never before shown in Spain. The author 
expresses his sceptical attitude to language and his doubts about its usefulness for 
defining reality. Tobis offers his own version, recreating many of the images from the 
1954 edition with meticulous photographs full of irony and a sense of humour, 
highlighting the subtleties in the words and the difference between the meaning of the 
images represented and the concepts assigned to them. These changes in nuances and 
the ambiguity exposed are among the most fascinating aspects of this project. 
 
The exhibition opens on 4 June and has been organised by PHotoEspaña, the Museo 
Lázaro Galdiano, Fundacja Nowej Kultury Bęc Zmiana and the Polish Institute of 
Culture in Madrid, with additional funding from the Ministry of Culture and National 
Heritage of the Republic of Poland. The melancholy in Tobis's photographs also evokes 
the nostalgia of past memories. 
 

  



 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

  5 

PRESS KIT 

 

BIO ANDRZEJ TOBIS 
 

Andrzej Tobis is a painter, photographer and graduate of the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Katowice. He was born in 1970 in Wieluń.  
 
Andrzej Tobis has lived and worked in Katowice, where the Academy of Fine Arts runs 
a painting workshop, since he was 20 years old. In 1998, he received a scholarship 
from the Ministry of Culture and the Arts, and in 
1999 he won the gold medal in 34th National 
Painting Competition Bielska Autumn.  
 
The artist has carried out his projects in numerous 
galleries and museums in Poland and abroad. His 
works could be seen in the Zachęta National Gallery 
of Art, Warsaw (Doubly Regained Territories), 
Ormeau Baths Gallery in Belfast (Energy Class B), the 
Welt¬kulturerbe Zoll¬verein in Essen (Erinnerung an 
Arbeit [Memory of Work]), the Polish Institute in 
Bratislava (Nové Miesto [New Place]), and the 
Kronika Centre for Contemporary Art in Bytom (Material Evidence, Museum of 
Unnatural History).  
 
The first presentation of his most famous, linguistic and visual cycle, A-Z (Educational 
Cabinets), took place in the Kronika Gallery in Bytom in 2007. The photographs 
included in the display have also been shown in individual exhibitions in Rome, Berlin, 
Düsseldorf and Genshagen. Andrzej Tobis has been working on this project since 2006. 
 
Selected solo exhibitions: 
 
2002 – I’m Now Navigating the City, 
Kronika Gallery, Bytom; Czas ¬Gallery, 
Będzin 
2005 – Nové Miesto [New Place], Czas 
Gallery in Będzin and the Polish 
Institute in Bratislava 
2007 – A-Z (Educational Cabinets), 
Kronika Centre for Contemporary Art, 
Bytom 
2008 – A-Z (Schaukasten als 
Bildungs¬einrichtung), 1/9 Unosunove 
Arte Contemporanea, Rome; Polish 
Institute, Berlin 
2009 – A-Z (Schaukasten als 
Bildungs¬einrichtung), Polish Institute, 

Düsseldorf, A-Z (Educational Cabinets), 
Centre for Contemporary Art Znaki 
Czasu, Toruń 
2010 – A-Z (Educational Cabinets), at 
the Four Cultures Festival, Central 
Museum of Textiles, Łódź 
2014 – Material Evidence, Kronika 
Centre for Contemporary Art, Bytom, 
A-Z (Bildungsvitrinen), ¬¬Genshagen 
Palace, Genshagen. 
2015 – Mushrooms in philately, in 
paintings, in the mind, Starter Gallery, 
Warsaw. 

 
Andrzej Tobis fot. Wiktor Trias 
http://culture.pl/pl/tworca/andrzej-tobis 
 

http://culture.pl/pl/tworca/andrzej-tobis


 

 

 
Selected collective exhibitions: 
 
1999 – 34th National Painting 
Competition Bielska Autumn (gold 
medal), BWA Gallery, Bielsko-Biała 
2007 – The Reconnaissance of Painting, 
Sektor I Gallery, Katowice; Baltic 
Gallery, Słupsk – Ustka 
2008 – Red Eye Effect. ¬21st-century 
Polish Photography, Centre for 
Contemporary Art Ujazdowski Castle, 
Warsaw 
2008 – Silesia activ 3, BWA Katowice 
2008 – Museum of Unnatural History, 
CSW Kronika, Bytom 
2009 – Silesian Collection of 
Contemporary Art, Znaki Czasu, BWA 
¬Bielsko-Biała 
2009 – Energy Class B, Ormeau Baths 
Gallery, Belfast 
2009 – 2nd Art Sector Biennale, Sektor I 
Gallery, Katowice 
2009 – Tableau – Exiled Speech, Baltic 
Gallery, Słupsk 
2009 – Show 4, Museum of Upper 
Silesia, Bytom 

2011 – The Effect of Passage, Otwarta 
Pracow¬nia, Kraków; Museum of Upper 
Silesia, Bytom; Baltic Gallery, Słupsk 
2011 – Gifts Exchange, Contemporary 
Museum, Wrocław 
2011 – Marginalia at the 7th 
Photography Biennale, Poznań 
2012 – Erinnerung an Arbeit [Memory 
of Work], Welt¬kulturerbe Zoll¬verein, 
Essen 
2012 – A-Z (Educational Cabinets), at 
the exhibition Doubly Regained 
Territories. Bogdan Łopieński, Andrzej 
Tobis, Krzysztof Żwirblis, Zachęta 
National Gallery of Art, Warsaw 
2013 – Everyday Micro Utopias, Znaki 
Czasu Centre for Contemporary Art, 
Toruń 
2014 – Face of the Day.  Social Costs in 
Poland after 1989, at the 6th ArtBoom 
Festival, former Światowid cinema, 
future PRL [PPR] Museum, Kraków. 
2015 – Palindrome, State Art Gallery, 
Sopot. 
2016 – Salon of New Photography, 
Raster Gallery, Warsaw. 

 
 

Más información: http://www.aztobis.pl/   

http://www.aztobis.pl/
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CURATOR 
 

Bogna Świątkowska 
 
Curator and Founder of Bęc Zmiana Foundation for New 
Culture, with whom she has organized a series of 
interdisciplinary projects, such as New Urban Design, 
Synchronicity, Free/Slow University of Warsaw, 
Expectative, and Dizajn_Wawa. Propagator of young 
Polish art, architecture and design. 
 
Curator or co-curator of exhibitions in the Synchronicity 
project in 2008–2013 (That Something on the Horizon: 
Architecture of the 21st Century, The Glory of the City: 
Promotion of Cities Through Architecture) and numerous 
projects realized by the Bęc Zmiana Foundation, such as 

Experiment Cannot be Continued (2012) and the City of Warsaw Public Art Collection 
(2012). 
 
Editor of numerous books published by Bęc Zmiana Foundation, including Reduction: 
Microspaces, That Something on the Horizon: Architecture of the 21st Century, and 
Experiment: A User’s Manual. 
 
Member of the Mayor of Warsaw’s Social Council for Culture. Editor in chief of 
Poland’s first pop-culture monthly, Machina (1998–2001), and deputy editor in chief of 
Przekrój weekly (2003). 
 
Author of numerous articles, interviews, reports, and radio and TV programs devoted 
to contemporary popular culture. Initiator and publisher of the national cultural 
magazine Notes na 6 tygodni since 2003. 
  

 
Bogna Świątkowska  
http://mlodemenedzerkikultury.e.
org.pl/bogna-swiatkowska/ 

http://mlodemenedzerkikultury.e.org.pl/bogna-swiatkowska/
http://mlodemenedzerkikultury.e.org.pl/bogna-swiatkowska/
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LIST OF ARTWORKS 
 
1. The (motor-)bus*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
2. The partition for non-swimmers*, from 
the series “A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 
2007 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
3. The stork*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
4. The (farm) house*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2013 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
5. The dash*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012  
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
6. The front-door*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
 
 

7. The sliding door*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2008 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
8. A Roman capital*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2010 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
9. The (up-hand) sledge*, from the series 
“A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
10. The ski-outfit*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2013 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
11. The state emblem*, from the series “A-
Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007   
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
12. Gothic style*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2009 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
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13. The miner*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2008   
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
14. The stone fungus*, from the series “A-
Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2006 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
15. The Satan’s mushroom*, from the 
series “A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
16. Fungi*, from the series “A-Z. Illustrated 
Dictionary”, 2012,   
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
17. The star*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2015 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
18. The ear*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2009 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
19. The village church*, from the series “A-
Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007   
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 

20. The safety grating*, from the series “A-
Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2010 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
21. The steel ball*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2010 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
22. The hen*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2010 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
23. The hen-house*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2009 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
24. The lamp*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2008 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
25. The neon tube*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007   
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
26. The curved line*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012,   
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
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27. The ice cream*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2009 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
28. The (sea-)gull*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007,   
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
29. The Teddy bear*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
30. The fly*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012  
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
31. The fly agaric*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007    
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
32. The given straight line*, from the series 
“A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2008 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
33. The bull’s-eye*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012    
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 

34. The window*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis,  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
35. The cobweb*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
36. The parking lot*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2008    
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
37. The (ring-shaped) life-buoy*, from the 
series “A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
38. The ball*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2006,    
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis.b 
 
39. The pyramid*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2013 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
40. The back*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2014    
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
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41. The iron covering*, from the series “A-
Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2008 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
42. The pillow*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2006 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
43. The goal area*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2006,    
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
44. The antlers*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm  
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
45. The bookshelf*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007    
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
46. The (dog) kennel*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
47. The rhombus*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2006 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm  
© Andrzej Tobis. 

48. The gutter*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
49. The pole*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2014 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
50. The little owl*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
51. Baroque style*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2009 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
52. The siren*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm   
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
53. The magnetophone apparatus*, from 
the series “A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 
2007 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
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54. The skeleton*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm  
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
55. The school*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
56. The playground-slide*, from the series 
“A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
57. The band-iron*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
58. The technics of climbing*, from the 
series “A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2009 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
59. Hand Axe*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
60. The (motor) tractor*, from the series 
“A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007    
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 

61. The (electric) tram(way)*, from the 
series “A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2010 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
62. The permanent waving*, from the 
series “A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm   
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
63. The shorts*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
64. The back of the head*, from the series 
“A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 2014    
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
65. The play-suit*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm   
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
66. The bones*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2012 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm  
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
67. The snake bend*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2009 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
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68. The sunrise*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2014 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
69. The sunset*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2007    
Andrzej Tobis  

Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 
70. The potato*, from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2014 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 

 
*English translation from the German-English version of the original dictionary, published in 
1962 in Leipzig. 
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THE BĘC ZMIANA FOUNDATION 
 
The Bęc Zmiana Foundation has been active since 2002 as a not-for-profit organisation 
that supports artistic and cultural activities aimed at discovering the spaces and ways 
in which the spirit of the times makes itself manifest. The Foundation acts as an 
initiator of interdisciplinary events, which engage creators in the field of art, 
architecture, design, music, and carries out the majority of its projects in the public 
space. 
 
During the ten years of its activity, the Foundation has realised several dozens of 
exhibitions, projects, presentations, discussions, artistic projects – including seminal 
initiatives like the Free / Slow University of Warsaw 2009-2016, Disappear at the 
Vistula 2009, DesignWAWA 2009-13, Expectative 2009, New Urban Design 2004-2007, 
Synchronicity. Projects for cities of the Future 2008-2016, cycle of events Finissage of 
the Tenth Anniversary Stadium 2007-2008 organised alongside the Laura Palmer 
Foundation, and Biednale 2009-2016. Project realisation is possible with the funds 
acquired by the Foundation from grant competitions organised by the City of Warsaw, 
Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, National Centre for Culture, Adam 
Mickiewicz Institute, from cooperation with sponsors and from donations. 
 
Bęc Zmiana is also active as an organiser of competitions for artists, architects and 
designers, e.g. competition for a temporary activity venue for the Museum of the 
History of Polish Jews 2006, competition for the Kapuściński Route 2008 – for the 
District Office of Ochota, numerous competitions for a modern souvenir from Warsaw 
organised alongside the Promotion Department of the City of Warsaw, as well as a 
modern souvenir to promote Polish culture – with Adam Mickiewicz Institute. Since 
2012 we also work with BMW organising the competitions for young artist, architects 
and designers. 
 
The Foundation also operates as a publisher boasting a high volume of releases, 
including books, guides and maps (in the frame of cooperation with European 
organisation USE-IT Europe). 
 
Since 2003, the Foundation has published a regular free magazine 'Notes na 6 tygodni' 
– abundantly illustrated presentation of the current cultural highlights from the entire 
country, with a particular focus on centres outside the capital. 'Nn6t'has been 
honoured with awards in the International Press Design Competition Chimera, in the 
European graphic design competition EDAwards 2010. Since 2009, the foundation has 
published a humanities quarterly 'Format P'. Bęc Zmiana is also a publisher of books 
devoted to latest arts, graphic design, architecture, visual studies and independent 
culture economy.  
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Bęc Zmiana is seated in Warsaw, in ul. Mokotowska 65, where it runs a small office (9 
m2) and a specialised bookshop and gallery space (16 m2). Shortage of space is not the 
only reason why we eagerly join forces with other organisations and institutions 
countrywide.   
 

POLISH INSTITUTE IN MADRID 
 
Established in Madrid in 2009, the Polish Institute for culture is an extension of the 
Polish diplomatic mission to Spain. Polish Institutes are present globally in Europe, 
North America and Asia. Their aim is the promotion of Poland and Polish culture 
through public events in collaboration with Poland’s partners and friends. The Polish 
Institute in Madrid expresses itself through contemporary projects built in cooperation 
with Spain´s leading talents and institutions, in order to contribute relevant 
programming within the cultural sector. Through shared professional exchanges, 
cultural understanding is nurtured in order to build a strong platform for on-going 
dialogue and exchange. The Institute works primarily in the disciplines of visual art, 
design, literature, music, theatre, film, architecture and academic research. 
 

PHOTOESPAÑA  
 
PHotoEspaña, the International Festival of Photography and Visual Arts, started in 
1998 with a clear aim: to show the public the work of the best photographers and 
visual artists and each year become an occasion that would stand as a point for 
reflection and a coming-together around the issue of photography.. 
 

MUSEO LÁZARO GALDIANO 
 
The Museo Lázaro Galdiano opened to the public on 27 January 1957 as a bequest to 
the Spanish government by José Lázaro Galdiano. One of the few Madrid mansions in 
its own grounds that has survived to this day, the museum houses more than 3,000 art 
works (selected from a collection of 12,600) exhibited over four floors in what was the 
home of José Lázaro Galdiano and his wife Paula Florido. 
 
The motto "A collection of collections" expresses the eclecticism of the museum's 
holdings, its excellent selection of paintings, which comprises masterpieces by Goya, 
Zurbarán, Carreño, El Greco, Cranach, Constable and Hieronymus Bosch, and a variety 
of collections that include sculptures, weapons, pottery, ivories, coins, jewellery, 
textiles and miniatures. 
The Museo Lázaro Galdiano's mission is to become a benchmark in the support, study 
and dissemination of collecting by encouraging reflection and discussion through 
programmes like "The Guest Collection", which has provided visitors with the 
opportunity to admire private collections of contemporary art such as those of María 
José Jove, Leandro Navarro and the Jozami Collection.  
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Today, the museum's programme of activities includes not only temporary exhibitions 
but courses, literary evenings, concerts, seminars on collecting, and Sunday workshops 
throughout the year for children and families.  
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SELECTED IMAGES 
 

Nombre 
archivo 

Crédito Imagen 

Andrzej_
Tobis_01 

The partition for non-
swimmers*, from the series 
“A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 
2007 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper 
on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 

 

Andrzej_
Tobis_02 

The dash*, from the series 
“A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 
2012  
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper 
on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 

 

Andrzej_
Tobis_03 

The (up-hand) sledge*, from 
the series “A-Z. Illustrated 
Dictionary”, 2007 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper 
on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 

 

Andrzej_
Tobis_04 

The state emblem*, from the 
series “A-Z. Illustrated 
Dictionary”, 2007   
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper 
on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

  18 

PRESS KIT 

 
Nombre 
archivo 

Crédito Imagen 

Andrzej_
Tobis_05 

The miner*, from the series 
“A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 
2008   
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper 
on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis.  

 
 

Andrzej_
Tobis_06 

The steel ball*, from the 
series “A-Z. Illustrated 
Dictionary”, 2010 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper 
on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 

 
 

 

Andrzej_
Tobis_07 

The pillow*, from the series 
“A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 
2006 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper 
on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
 

 
 

Andrzej_
Tobis_08 

The technics of climbing*, 
from the series “A-Z. 
Illustrated Dictionary”, 2009 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper 
on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 
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Nombre 
archivo 

Crédito Imagen 

Andrzej_
Tobis_09 

Hand Axe*, from the series 
“A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 
2012 
Andrzej Tobis 
Photograph on cotton paper 
on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 

 
 

Andrzej_
Tobis_10 

The potato*, from the series 
“A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 
2014 
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper 
on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 
© Andrzej Tobis. 

 
 

Andrzej_
Tobis_11 

The sunset*, from the series 
“A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary”, 
2007    
Andrzej Tobis  
Photograph on cotton paper 
on dibond 
51,8x36,8cm 

 

 
Andrzej_
Tobis_12 

Andrzej Tobis, The original 
illustrated German-Polish 
dictionary, cover  
© Andrzej Tobis. 

 
Andrzej_
Tobis_13 

Andrzej Tobis, The original 
illustrated German-Polish 
dictionary, Illustration nº 7  
© Andrzej Tobis. 
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
 

EXHIBITION 
Title:    Andrzej Tobis. A-Z. Illustrated Dictionary 
Curator:    Bogna Świątkowska  
Organised by:  PHotoEspaña, Museo Lázaro Galdiano, Fundacja Nowej 

Kultury Bęc Zmiana and Instituto Polaco de Cultura  
Co-produced by: Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of the Republic of 

Poland 
Date:    4 june - 28 August (Oppening: 3 de junio 19.30h) 
Place:    Museo Lázaro Galdiano. Sala Pardo Bazán.  

Free admission 
Twitter:   #PHEMuseoLazaro 
 

Fundacja Nowej Kultury Bęc Zmiana 
Address   ul. Mokotowska 65/7 - 00- 533 Warsaw (Poland) 
Telephone   +48 22 827 64 62 
Mail    bec@funbec.eu  

Web    http://www.beczmiana.pl/  
Social Media   https://www.facebook.com/FundacjaBecZmiana  

https://twitter.com/bec_zmiana 

https://vimeo.com/beczmiana  

https://issuu.com/beczmiana 
      

Instituto Polaco de Cultura de Madrid 
Address   c/ Felipe IV, 12 bajo A - 28014 Madrid (Spain) 
Telephone   +34 914 298 672 
Mail    madryt@instytutpolski.org  
Web    http://www.culturapolaca.es/  
Social Media   https://www.facebook.com/institutopolaco  
    https://twitter.com/PLInst_Madrid  
 
PHOTOESPAÑA 
Address    c/Verónica 13. 28014 Madrid (Spain) 
Telephone   +34 913 601 326 
Mail    info@phe.es 

Web    www.phe.es 
Social Media   Facebook  
    twitter.com/photoespana 

vimeo.com/ photoespana 
    flickr.com/potos/photoespana/ 
 
  

mailto:bec@funbec.eu
http://www.beczmiana.pl/
https://www.facebook.com/FundacjaBecZmiana
https://twitter.com/bec_zmiana
https://vimeo.com/beczmiana
mailto:madryt@instytutpolski.org
http://www.culturapolaca.es/
https://www.facebook.com/institutopolaco
https://twitter.com/PLInst_Madrid
mailto:info@phe.es
http://www.phe.es/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PHotoEspa%C3%B1a/111562912207409
https://twitter.com/photoespana
https://vimeo.com/photoespana
https://vimeo.com/photoespana
https://www.flickr.com/photos/photoespana/
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MUSEO LÁZARO GALDIANO 
Address   C/ Serrano 122. 28026 Madrid (Spain) 
How to get to the Museum Buses: 

C/ Serrano - 9, 16, 19, 51 
C/María de Molina - 12 
Paseo de la Castellana - 7, 14, 27, 40, 145 y 150 
C/ Diego de León - 61 
Metro: 
Línea 5: Rubén Darío (salida Paseo de la Castellana) 
Líneas 7 y 10: Gregorio Marañón 
Líneas 5 y 9: Núñez de Balboa (salida Velázquez) 
Líneas 6, 7 y 9: Avenida de América (salida Pedro de 
Valdivia)  

Oppening hours Tuesday to Saturday, 10 am to 4.30 pm. Sunday until 
3pm. Monday closed.  

Telephone   +34 915 616 084 
Mail    museo.lazaro@flg.es 
Web    www.flg.es 
Social Media   facebook.com/FundacionLazaroGaldiano 
    twitter.com/Museo_Lazaro 
    youtube.com/user/MuseoLazaroGaldiano 

pinterest.com/museolazaro/ 
plus.google.com/+museolazarogaldianomadrid 
beqbe.com/p/museo-lazaro-galdiano 
 

More info: www.flg.es  
 

PRESS AND REQUEST OF IMAGES 
 

Press Museo Lázaro Galdiano   Press PHE 
Eva Riaño 915 616 084 (Ext 126)    Isabel Cisneros 
Rocío Castillo 915 616 084 (Ext 102)   912 985 511 
flg.comunicacion@flg.es    isabel.cisneros@lafabrica.com 
           

Images: http://bit.ly/24hgxj6  

http://www.flg.es/museo/visita-el-museo/datos-practicos
mailto:museo.lazaro@flg.es
http://www.flg.es/
https://www.facebook.com/FundacionLazaroGaldiano
https://twitter.com/Museo_Lazaro
https://www.youtube.com/user/MuseoLazaroGaldiano
https://www.pinterest.com/museolazaro/
https://plus.google.com/+museolazarogaldianomadrid
https://www.beqbe.com/p/museo-lazaro-galdiano
http://www.flg.es/
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mailto:isabel.cisneros@lafabrica.com
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