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PRESS RELEASE 
 
Let us be clear: what might truly interest us in this painting are not its trappings. Rather, the opposite: 
the challenging transparency by which it reveals all the structures that inform it, (...) that sense of total 
transparency is never surrendered to us (...) something will remain hidden from us, opaque to our 
vision. We find it hard even to overcome the feeling that the real purpose of showing us all is that we 
end up unable to see anything. 

José Luis Brea (El cristal se venga, 2014) 
 
 
For the upcoming exhibition Blind Paintings at 3+1 Arte Contemporânea Rubén M. Riera will exhibit a 
recent series of paintings and sculpture.  
 
In these works, the artist builds upon ideas of the duality of light while exploring the limits of the 
pictorial. Within the compositions on transparent surfaces the applied medium veils areas while others 
reveal the apparatus of the structure behind, a play on the additive and subtractive nature of the artists´ 
process unfolds. 
 
The artist searches through alternative models for configuring the visible, and investigates how the 
limits of representation are diffused in dialogue with space. In Blind Paintings, Riera presents a 
reinterpretation of the visual possibilities present in the primary elements that configure what we 
understand by pictorial language. There is a return to the origins, which he uses to unfold 
representation, and to question reality. 
 
Although the works appear to be reductive and minimal, there is another underlying language in the 
gestural application, in that one almost witnesses an act, a moment in time, as singular actions are 
marked and the process of the artist is conveyed. Although the physical act is always suggested we are 
never actually able to see the act itself. 
 
Rubén M. Riera (1983 in Valencia, Spain) is a visual artist currently based in Madrid  
He holds a BA in Fine Arts from UPV, Valencia and a MA in Engraving and Graphic Design from RCM-
FNMT, Madrid. He studied at ENSBA Paris (2006/07). He combines painting, installation and actions. 
Recent projects include his artistic residence at Casa de Velázquez-Academy of France in Madrid. His 
work has been recently exhibited at Efectos sonoros, Mustang Art Gallery - Pascual Ros Foundation 
and Modelos posibles (cur. Bernardo Sopelana) OTR, Espacio de arte, Madrid 2016. He has received 
several awards such as: Finalist, Ciutat de Palma Antoni Gelabert Award, 2016; Honorable Mention, 
Painting Prize Mardel, 2015; XIV Circuitos, 2014; Medal of honor 28º BMW Award, and Pilar Banús 
Foundation Award in XVII National Engraving Awards, 2013. www.rubenmriera.com 
 
Attached image: Rubén M. Riera, La gravetat de les hores | The gravity of hours. 2015, Acrylic and 
marker on transparent polyethylene on wood frame. 100 cm Ø. Courtesy of the artist and 3+1 ARTE 
CONTEMPORÂNEA 
 
For more information, please contact the gallery 
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