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Press Release           

For Immediate Release: June 1, 2016 
Contact:  Karen Davis      karen@DavisOrtonGallery.com (617) 645-1616 
 
Two Solo Exhibitions:   
 Ellen Feldman  Urban Zips  
 Zelda Zinn  New York Revelations 
 
Portfolio Showcase: Amy Shapiro, Welcome to New York: 1985-2005 
   David Curtis, Auto-Reflection 
 
Davis Orton Gallery,  114 Warren Street, Hudson NY 12534 
Exhibition Dates: June 25 to July 24, 2016 
Gallery hours: Friday to Sunday, noon to 6 p.m. and by appt. 
Reception: Saturday, June 25, 5 to 7p.m.  
 
STREET PHOTOGRAPHY AND URBAN SCENES: WHAT’S NEW? The Davis Orton Gallery 
presents constructed, deconstructed, discovered and rediscovered photography – all used to 
conjure up the experience of the city.  Exhibiting artists call upon approaches from painting, 
collage, film, performance as well as the keen eye of the street photographer.  
 
Ellen Feldman  Urban Zips  

Urban Zips combines Ellen Feldman’s interest in abstract expressionist painting with her longstanding 
work in street photography. Barnett Newman’s  “zips” - paintings in which a field of one color is 
bisected by one or more thin bands—or zips—of another color inspired this series. 
Here Feldman creates her own zips: one or more “slices” from her street photographs bisect a field of 
color (pavement, wall, or other urban surface). As the series progressed, she relaxed the grip of 
Newman’s modernism and refocused her attention on the grit of city life. 

Zelda Zinn  New York Revelations 

Zelda Zinn’s  New York Revelations question the assumption that photography captures the Real. 
Through digital elimination of swatches of visual information, Zinn’s images retain clues to time and 
place of New York City scenes but resist any straight-forward closure of meaning. Reduced to basic 
compositional elements such as line and color, Zinn invites the viewer to engage with the empty spaces  
and reveal the city in their mind’s eye. 

PORTFOLIO SHOWCASE: Two artists selected through national competition  

Amy Shapiro, Welcome to New York 1985-2005 

Amy Shapiro has created works of art outside the mainstream for thirty years.  In this newly released 
series, Shapiro documents the unique access she has had to performance art, interactive art installations 
and street culture in the Lower East Side, East Village, Williamsburg and Meat Packing District in New 
York City: A new look into that seemingly distant time. 
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David Curtis, Auto-Reflection 

Automobile reflections separate, distort, yet combine distinct structures from the organized chaos of 
New York City. A car's surfaces become sectional canvases; alternate, converging universes bizarrely 
grounded in the same reality. Depending on light, curvature, opacity, and texture of a car's glass and 
metal, the reflections distort the external world along with the car's interior, merging them into a 
diaphanous, illusory universe. 

ARTIST BIOS 

Ellen Feldman’s fine art photography reflects her background in film studies—in the primacy of 
physical gesture and frozen motion, of movement cut by the frame, and of bold color. 

Her photographs have appeared in recent solo exhibits at the French Cultural Center, Boston, MA, the 
Griffin Museum of Photography, Winchester, MA and the Davis Orton Gallery, Hudson, NY. They and 
have been shown in many juried group exhibits. She has published a popular photo/comic book of a 
dancer incorporated into a Fantastic Four comic: The Dancer as the Invisible Girl, and two books of 
street photographs. Feldman is Photography Editor of the Women’s Review of Books, published by 
Wellesley College. She holds a Ph.D. in Cinema Studies from New York University. 

Zelda Zinn, of Brooklyn  views photography as one of many tools available to artists, and likes to get 
her hands dirty with other media such as printing, painting, and making sculpture. 

Recent solo exhibitions of her photography include: WorkSpace Gallery, Lincoln NE; Soo VAC, 
Milwaukee WI and Art-Merge, Los Angeles CA. Group shows include Shoestring Press, Brooklyn NY; 
Walker Fine Art, Denver CO; and Jeffrey Leder Gallery, Long Island City NY. She has been featured in 
online and print media publications including: Ain’t Bad Magazine, Plates-to-Pixels and 
Lenscratch.  Zinn holds an MFA in photography from the University of New Mexico and also 
credits artist’s residencies at the Santa Fe Art Institute and Vermont Studio Center with having a 
profound impact on her art making. 

Amy Shapiro has created works of art outside the mainstream for thirty years. She is a Head On Photo 
Festival 2016 Finalist. She has received art honorarium grants from the Burning Man organization in 
2005, 2006, 2008 and 2009. She has a BFA from the School of Visual Arts and is co-owner of Luxlab. 

David Curtis, of Poughkeepsie NY, originally from the UK, wrote, produced, and directed science, 
technology, and health programming for Public Television at WNET/Channel Thirteen. Later, at the 
University of Illinois' National Center for Supercomputing Applications, he directed video and 
multimedia communications.  Since returning to New York he has developed a body of work consisting 
of street portraits, urban narratives, and cityscapes. A number of his images have been exhibited both 
nationally and regionally. His photobook, In the Moment: City Spaces, City Spaces, was exhibited at 
Davis Orton Gallery’s 6th annual photobook exhibition. 
 
 

#  #  #The Davis Orton Gallery on Hudson’s historic Warren Street exhibits contemporary photography, 
mixed media and a growing number of artist-published photobooks. The goal of the gallery is to present 
artists, from emerging to mid-career to established, whose work deserves a broader audience.  
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Image Attributions 
 
In Exhibition: Bell and Matthews 
 
Zelda Zinn, NY Revelation 0297D1 
From New York Revelations 
 

 
 
Ellen Feldman, Big Foot 
From Urban Zips 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Portfolio Showcase:  
 
Amy Shapiro: 1984- Alphabet City 
From Welcome to New York, 1985-2005 
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