
PRESS RELEASE

THE AUTUMN AT KUNSTFORENINGEN GL STRAND OFFERS A SOLO 
EXHIBITION OF THE UP-AND-COMING DANISH VISUAL ARTIST 
ALEXANDER TOVBORG. UNDER THE TITLE KNIGHT OF THE FAITH 
TOVBORG CONTI-NUES HIS INVESTIGATIONS OF RELIGION AND 
MYTHOLOGY. THE THEMATIC FOCUS OF THE EXHIBITION IS THE 
STORY OF NOAH’S ARK, WHICH TOVBORG EXPLORES BY WAY OF 
AN UNCONVENTIONAL WORK IN THE FORM OF AN INFLATABLE 
SCULPTURE. 

AlexAnder Tovborg, KnighT of fAiTh insTAlled in ribe wiTh The ArTisT posing 2015
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In recent years Alexander Tovborg has made a strong impact nationally as well as internationally 
with his interest in the significance of myth and religion for our self-understanding today. In his 
practice Tovborg investigates among other things how we relate to the symbolism of religions 
and mythologies. He does so through various modes of artistic expression ranging across the 
boundaries of media such as painting, drawing and sculpture. For his upcoming solo exhibition at 
Kunstforeningen GL STRAND, Tovborg takes his point of departure in the Biblical tale of Noah’s 
Ark and the Flood and how this myth is revived in contemporary contexts in a popular-culture 
format. 

A large frieze runs around the wall in the skylight gallery on the third floor and shows colourful 
scenes from the Old Testament story. The frieze forms a scenic backdrop for the exhibition’s central 
work, a monumental sculpture painted and designed as a ‘jumping castle’ in a formal idiom with 
inspiration from earlier depictions of Noah’s Ark. The works have been created for GL STRAND’s 
exhibition spaces and painted with Tovborg’s characteristic colour palette and symbolic formal 
idiom. But it is an unusual material, yellow PVC, that Tovborg uses for both the frieze and the 
jumping castle and in the exhibition scenography – a material that is best known from the Playland 
universe. The material is used consistently in the exhibition and its synthetic character helps to give 
the works and the space a striking and intense sensory impact. 

The jumping castle, which also constitutes the title work of the exhibition, has been given a special 
meaning prior to the exhibition by functioning as a popular amusement. Throughout the course of a 
year Tovborg set up the Ark at town celebrations and red-letter days around the country, where the 
work could be used by two people at a time who could become actively involved in the narrative 
of the myth of the chosen ones in the Ark. Tovborg himself participated in the events and made an 
important contribution to the performative totality of the work. The work now returns to its original 
starting point as an artwork in the exhibition at GL STRAND, where the journey of the ark around 
the country and the encounter with its users can be experienced in a documentary film presentation. 

The title, Knight of the Faith, is inspired by Søren Kierkegaard’s book Fear and Trembling. For 
Kierkegaard the knight of the faith is a kind of social character who does not feel fear and acts 
solely on the basis of his own ideals and strong faith. In this light the title describes the relationship 
between faith and doubt. Tovborg’s exhibition deals with the very idea of faith by way of a subject 
and a Biblical starting point. According to Tovborg the works in their entirety are created in the 
encounter between a symbolic religious language and popular culture in the form of the function of 
the jumping castle as an amusement fixture. 

About the artist
Alexander Tovborg (b. 1983 in Copenhagen) graduated from the Royal Danish Academy of Fine 
Arts and from the Staatliche Akademie der Bildenden Künste, Karlsruhe. Tovborg has a long 
succession of striking solo and group exhibitions – national as well as international – behind him. 
Tovborg has been nominated for the Carnegie Art Award and is represented in several important 
international galleries and in Denmark by Galleri Nicolai Wallner.
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For INFORMATION, IMAGES and arrangements regarding INTERVIEWS, please contact  
Head of Communication and Commercial Relations Pernille Wahlgren: 33 36 02 61 / pw@glstrand.dk or 
Communication Assistant Christine Løkkebø: 33 36 02 64

Find press photos, press releases and exhibition programs in our online press room.  
Login: presse 
Password: glstrand1 

You are invited to the PRESS CONFERENCE on friday 30. september 2016 at 11
 am with participation of curator Pernille Fonnesbech and Alexander Tovborg

You are also invited to the OPENING RECEPTION on Friday 30. september 2016 at 5-7 pm. 

                                                             


