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Todd Carpenter – Sky Without Angels or Stars 
Exhibition Dates: July 30th – August 27, 2015 
Opening Reception: Saturday, July 30th, 7 - 10pm 
Gallery Hours: Tuesday – Saturday, 12 – 6pm 
 
KP Projects 
170 S. La Brea Avenue 
(in the ART 170 Building) 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 
 

In Todd Carpenter’s newest body of work, “Without Angels or Stars” the artist 
investigates the nuances of the Los Angeles landscape as ethereal identity rather 
than as a direct reference to any physical geographical markers. The implied 
landscapes do not represent actual places, but rather our perceived 
manifestations of how Los Angeles feels through light and shadow. 
“Is it possible for painting to depict this vague mental construct called Los Angeles? 
With this current body of paintings, I am trying to express the essence of Los 

Angeles, to invoke its feel rather than its superficial characteristics. The works do not precisely depict 
particular parts of the city, for there are no specific details that are mandatory for a description. None of 
the streets, buildings, hills, forests, deserts, or beaches are necessary or sufficient for a depiction of Los 
Angeles, but taken together they might add up to something resembling the sense of what Los Angeles is.  
 
These paintings attempt to portray what it feels like to be in Los Angeles, or possibly what it feels like to 
dream of it. And these dreams are devoid of people, like empty stage sets not yet populated by stars, free 
from the judgment of Angelinos and waiting to be filled with the desires of the dreamer.” – Todd Carpenter 
 Carpenter focuses on spatial relationships and our emotional responses to light, or lack thereof, without the 
distraction of incidental details. With layers of paint on panel, the crevices and impasto mirror the 
typography of his urban and rural landscapes as our eyes distinguish depth from the monochromatic 
depiction. This body of work endeavors to represent Los Angeles by showing not the particulars of its 
physical traits, but the illumination through which the city marks memories.  
 
“Is it possible for painting to depict this vague mental construct called Los Angeles? With this current body 
of paintings, I am trying to express the essence of Los Angeles, to invoke its feel rather than its superficial 
characteristics. The works do not precisely depict particular parts of the city, for there are no specific details 
that are mandatory for a description. None of the streets, buildings, hills, forests, deserts, or beaches are 
necessary or sufficient for a depiction of Los Angeles, but taken together they might add up to something 
resembling the sense of what Los Angeles is. These paintings attempt to portray what it feels like to be in Los 
Angeles, or possibly what it feels like to dream of it. And these dreams are devoid of people, like empty 
stage sets not yet populated by stars, free from the judgment of Angelinos and waiting to be filled with the 
desires of the dreamer.” – Todd Carpenter 
 
 

- - - 
 
Todd Carpenter's career is as multifaceted as his work. He received a Master’s degree in Neuroscience 
from UC San Diego and taught photography at the San Diego New School of Architecture and Design, 
where he previously taught Neuroscience. He avidly pursues the field of Neuroaesthetics - how the human 
brain interacts with art and what elements it perceives as beauty. This understanding has led him to master 
the effects of light, depth and visual space as precision tools in the creation of art. His art has been 
exhibited frequently in California and across other venues in United States as well as in Hong Kong and 
Seoul. 
 
For More Information, please contact Merry Karnowsky at merry@kpprojects.net 
Press Contact: Jessica O’Dowd at jessica@kpprojects.net 
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Vonn Sumner – To Be Seen 
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KP Projects is pleased to announce a solo exhibition of paintings by Vonn 
Sumner.  
 
The new exhibition will include oil paintings and works on paper that 
present Sumner’s trademark cast of characters: idiosyncratic, costumed 
figures in muted colors that enact ambiguous rituals. This show will include 
several paintings that feature the “sock-hat” figures that Sumner invented 
using a re-purposed head covering made for industrial painters; the 
characters comprise what Sumner refers to as “The Confraternity of the 
Sock”— an imagined secret society, or perhaps a traveling group of 

performers.  
 
There is something subversive about the paintings, as they present simultaneous opposing 
moods: humor and menace, expressiveness and restraint, revealing and concealing. 
Resonances with art history mix with references to comics, cartoons, and children’s book 
illustrations, as well as suggestions of mystical/spiritual traditions from cultures around the world. 
An air of slow disclosure hangs over the work that rewards long looking with subtle humor, 
painterly surfaces, and complex emotions. 
 

-  - - 
 
Vonn Sumner is based in greater Los Angeles and is originally from the San Francisco Bay Area. 
He received his MFA from UC Davis where his mentor was the celebrated painter and educator 
Wayne Thiebaud. He has shown his work in galleries in New York, Washington DC, San Francisco 
and Los Angeles, and had solo museum shows at the Riverside Art Museum (CA) in 2008 and the 
Phillips Museum of Art (PA) in 2011. Sumner’s work has been shown internationally in Switzerland, 
the UK, and Italy.  
 
His paintings have been featured/reviewed in such publications as: New American Paintings, Elle 
Décor, Boom magazine, Art Ltd., ArtScene, The Huffington Post, The Washington Post, LA Weekly, 
NY Arts Magazine, Hi-Fructose, Vice, and The Painter’s Table, among others. He was a founding 
member of the artist collective called Pharmaka that ran a non-profit gallery in Downtown L.A. 
from 2004-2009.  
This is the gallery’s fourth solo exhibition of Vonn Sumner’s work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For More Information, please contact Merry Karnowsky at merry@kpprojects.net 
Press Contact: Jessica O’Dowd at jessica@kpprojects.net 
 

 


