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For the artist Samuli Blatter (b. 1986) graphite is much more than a 

drawing material. It is his most important tool. In the Aargauer 

Kunsthaus he is transforming one of the collection rooms on the top 

floor into an overflowing, collaged Gesamtkunstwerk. Pencil drawings 

of various sizes and in different styles are overlaid with one 

another, and existing groups of works are combined with new pieces.  

 

From the dense line with the metallic gleam to the random blur – the works 

of the Lucerne-based artist Samuli Blatter (b. 1986) are characterised 

entirely by graphite. The artist puts his compositions on paper with a 

deliberate, powerful line; they recall geometrical constructions of 

stripes, calligraphy or crystal structures. Each drawing is unique, 

although the artist works in series that follow certain fundamental 

technical decisions. At a furious pace, sometimes free from the wrist, 

sometimes drawn strictly along a set square, lines are laid side by side 

and crossing one another. Dark strokes condense into organically growing 

planes that spread like nets over the large-format sheets of paper. 
 

Graphite also plays an important part in Blatter’s sculptural and space-

occupying works: for example the artist combines beeswax and graphite dust 

into a modelling material, from which he makes small objects and parts for 

his spatial interventions. Contrary to the lightness and elasticity of the 

material, the objects, with their dark, shimmering patina, recall massive 

iron sculptures and, like the drawings, demand to be looked at carefully. 

Art historian Isabel Zürcher eloquently summed up Blatter’s drawings when 

she applied the term ‘extremely precise imprecision’ to them. The signs and 

structures remain cryptic, but they resemble journeys or geological finds 



 

that the artist has patiently laboured to peel from their surrounding 

material.  
 

For the CARAVAN exhibition in the Aargauer Kunsthaus, Blatter makes a kind 

of collage space in which older works are combined with new ones: large-

format drawings from the Prozessor series serve as support material for new 

pencil drawings. While the background drawings show strict, dark 

constructions of stripes, the new works surprise with their strikingly free 

line. Overlaid scraps of drawings, as well as traces of wax and wood glue, 

open up the transition from drawing to sculpture. In this way the idea of 

the drawing as trace or sign on a surface becomes extended and legible in a 

sculptural sense. Blatter’s declared intention, to create drawings that 

work as abstract signs on the picture plane and at the same time take their 

tangible materiality as their own subject, is thus fulfilled. 
 

Blatter’s deliberate treatment of his own work is reflected in this piece. 

In the same way as the traces of graphite are deposited and sedimented in 

his own works, the artist develops his work: layer by layer. Nothing is 

ever erased, a work is never entirely finished. Often drawings are 

continued to a later point in time, overdrawn or transformed and, as in his 

treatment of the sculptures and installations, reused as material for later 

works.  

 

Samuli Blatter, born in 1986 in Oripää, Finland, lives in Lucerne and works 
in Emmenbrücke, by Lucerne; 2012-2014 Master Contemporary Art Practice, 
HKB, Bern; 2007–2011 Bachelor Visual Communication at the HSLU Design & 
Kunst, Lucerne. 
 

Previous solo exhibitions  (selection): Terraform, O.T. Raum für aktuelle 
Kunst, Lucerne (2016); Samuli Blatter, Lokal-int Biel/Bienne (2014), Half – 
life (Kabinettausstellung im Rahmen der Jahresausstellung), Kunstmuseum 
Luzern (2013); Und die Frau bekam nach sieben Jahren ein Kind, aber das war 
nur ein Kopf, Grand Palais (2013); Zwischen Raum, Benzeholz Raum für 
zeitgenössische Kunst, Meggen (2012); Im Gedankengang, Fumetto Comix 
Festival, Lucerne (2011); The Giant Bowl On Monument Day, Bislett Stadion 
Oslo, Norway (2010) 
 

Previous grous exhibitions (selection): form follows form follows form, 
Kunsthalle Basel (2014); Werkbeiträge'14, City and Canton of Luzern, 
Kornschütte Luzern (2014); The End of the Line, Hauser Gallery, Zürich 
(2014); Captcha, Centre PasquArt Biel/Bienne (2014); Die Linie denkt – 
Formen der Zeichnung, Kunstplattform akku, Emmenbrücke (2013); Soirée 
graphique, Kunsthalle Bern (2012); Der plötzliche Versuch einer Erhebung, 
Alabama, Sir, Leipzig (2012); Anonyme Zeichner Archiv, Sihlquai55, Zurich 
(2011); Äther, Alpineum Produzentengalerie, Lucerne (2011); Werkbeiträge 
Lucerne, Kunsthalle Luzern (2011); The Line Is A Lonely Hunter, New Jersey, 
Basel (2009) 



 

 
Prizes and grants: Atelierstipendium visarte Zentralschweiz in Paris 
(2015); Werkbeitrag Kanton und Stadt Luzern (2014); Ausstellungspreis der 
Kunstgesellschaft Luzern (2012) 
 
 
Curator 
Julia Schallberger, Assistan Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
 
 
Preview for the Media 
Wednesday, 24 August 2016, 10.30 am 
Welcome from Madeleine Schuppli, Director, Aargauer Kunsthaus, introduction 
by Julia Schallberger, art historian, Aargauer Kunsthaus, Aarau 
 
Exhibition Opening 
Saturday, 27 August 2016, 6.00 pm 
Welcome by Madeleine Schuppli, Director, Aargauer Kunsthaus, introduction 
by Julia Schallberger, art historian, Aargauer Kunsthaus, Aarau.  
Followed by drinks in the foyer. 
5.00 to 6.00 pm preview for members of Aargau Art Association  
6.00 to 8.00 pm children’s vernissage  
(meeting point: 6.00 pm in the studio, lower ground floor) 
 
Conversation with the artist  
Thursday, 10 November 2016, 6.30 pm 
Samuli Blatter in conversation with Claire Hoffmann, art historian and 
curator deuxpiece, Basel, and Julia Schallberger, Assistant Curator, 
Aargauer Kunsthaus, Aarau 
 
 
Opening Hours 
Tue – Sun: 10 am – 5 pm, Thu: 10 am – 8 pm 
 
Images for the Media 
Images are available for downloading on our website 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch > "Media". Please consider the copyright. 
 
 

 

For additional information please contact 

Julia Schallberger, Assistan Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 49 73, email: julia.schallberger@ag.ch  

Filomena Colecchia, Communication/Media, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 34, email: filomena.colecchia@ag.ch 
 
 

Become a fan of the Aargauer Kunsthaus on Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
and Instagram. 
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