
The Good Luck Gallery is proud to present:

Charles Ste�en
September 3 - October 29, 2016

Reception: September 3, 7-10pm

Charles Ste�en
Alisha Nude (1)

1994
colored pencil and graphite on taped white paper

48 x 36 inches

Charles Ste�en
Alisha Nude (2)

1994
colored pencil and graphite on taped white paper

48 x 36 inches

The combination of visionary and quotidian elements in the work of Charles Ste�en attests to both a wildly poetic visual imagination and an 
uneventful daily life. His drawings - in graphite and colored pencil on large sheets of brown paper - possess a unique and timeless quality; they 
resemble pages from an idiosyncratic self-referential �eld guide with sun�owers, cruci�xions and �gures complemented by scrawled diaristic 
ruminations. The �gures are often transparent, as if their nerve cells and �bers were on display, and surrounded by aureoles of gray light; bodies 
and �owers often merge into each other. A drawing of a biomorphic nude (modeled on ‘the girl next door’) in an otherworldly landscape is 
accompanied by text that reads “I slept well last night, eat some breakfast and worked on this drawing, had fruit loops for breakfast,” while a 
double portrait of his mother - a frequent subject - is accompanied by some characteristically self-deprecatory observations upon his artistic 
struggles: “The drawing on this side is beautiful in comparison to the other, oh well.”

The eldest son in a family of eight children, Ste�en studied art at the Illinois Institute of Technology in the late 1940s but his education was cut 
short by a mental breakdown which resulted in a �fteen year stay at the Elgin State hospital, where he underwent electroshock therapy for 
schizophrenia. It was there that he began to draw, but his prodigious early output was either lost or discarded. Upon his release, Ste�en lived 
with his family and spent most of his time producing art. After his mother died and the family house was sold, he moved into a retirement home 
in Chicago, where he died, at the age of sixty-eight, in 1995.



Charles Ste�en
Double Portrait of My Mother

1990
colored pencil and graphite on brown wrapping paper

30 x 47 inches

“What a hell of life I have lived, I am sorry for all of it... God help me in the few years I got left," wrote Ste�en towards the end of his life. He had no 
idea that his massive body of work would survive him and be widely exhibited. Fortunately, before he died  he bequeathed over two thousand 
drawings to a nephew who took an interest in his work, which is now beginning to receive the appreciation it deserves, with showings at 
galleries and Outsider Art fairs around the world. The Good Luck Gallery is delighted to present the �rst show of his work in Los Angeles.
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