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The ALL HAIL SPORT! exhibition at DOX presents a survey of 
sports in art from 1945 until the present day 
 
ALL HAIL SPORT! / 24 June – 10 October 2016 

 
The ALL HAIL SPORT! exhibition at the DOX Centre for Contemporary Art 
presents works and projects by over sixty Czech artists reflecting the 
relationship between art and sport from 1945 to the present day. It includes 
paintings, drawings, prints, photographs, collages, sculptures, and installations 
by both well-known and lesser-known names. 
 
This most extensive exhibition project on the topic of sport ever put on in the Czech 
Republic is loosely inspired by the book Sport je umění [Sport is Art] by Petr Volf, who 
along with Leoš Válka is one of the exhibition’s curators. 
 
“After World War II, sport became an omnipresent phenomenon that is gradually 
transforming,” says Petr Volf. “People no longer engaged in sport simply for pleasure; it 
started turning into an ideological tool and became commercialized. Artists followed these 
transformations to a greater degree than at first glance would be apparent. We focused 
on art depicting sport as pure pleasure or performance (Vojtěch Adamec, Ivan Komárek, 
Alena Kučerová), as well as depicting its paradoxes  (Ondřej Kohout, Kamera Skura) or 
bizarre aspects (Jiří Načeradský, Martin Velíšek).“ 

 
For the curators, the deciding factor in choosing 
artists wasn’t their notoriety, but the quality of the 
work. They also included works depicting various 
playing fields, stadiums, arenas, courts, and sports 
equipment. “We focused on artists for whom sport 
hadn’t been an isolated experiment, but rather had 
returned to this topic time and again in their work 
(such as for example Ondřej Kohout, Kamil Lhoták, 
Tomáš Měšťánek, Theodor Pištěk, Michael Rittstein, 
Jiří Sozanský), or who had created a single 
interesting series (for example Pavel Brázda, 

Stanislav Diviš, Roman Franta, Jiří David, Linda 
Pelclová, Iveta Pilařová, František Skála).“ 
 

The beginning of the exhibition features works by three members of Group 42. Since the 
1940s, Kamil Lhoták and Bohumír Matal had painted pictures of cyclists racing on 
tracks and roads. Jiří Kolář is represented by collages of 
athletes and gymnasts, and posters from the 1982 
Football World Championship and the 1986 Rolland-Garos 
Grand Slam tournament in Paris. Another important point 
of the exhibition features large-format paintings by Jiří 
Načeradský, who at the end of the 1960s and beginning 
of the 1970s painted runners, cyclists, football players, 
and figure skaters in extreme poses with an existential 
subtext, using newspaper and magazine photos as source 
material. 
  
Auto and motorcycle races, which fascinated a number of 
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artists, also played an important role in the artistic depiction of sport. The unique style of 
Pavel Brázda’s colourful Racers series of paintings anticipates Czech pop art. Theodor 
Pištěk was himself once a successful racing driver, and his hyper-realistic paintings are 
based on his extensive knowledge of the environment: his Goodbye, Youth triptych 
belongs among the best of his work. DOX is also exhibiting Race, a contemporary 
installation by Tomáš Džadoň and Diego Valentino: it consists of a copy of a famous 
statue by Otakar Švec from the 1920s (Sunbeam), which the artists juxtaposed with a 
real motorcycle, resulting in a surprising interpretation of the 
original work. 
 
The exhibition features a number of artists who themselves 
play sports and contradict the cliché about artists for whom 
sport is only a frivolous pastime for people lacking 
imagination. Aside from the aforementioned Theodor Pištěk, 
they for example include painter Michael Rittstein (a 
passionate swimmer), whose Sports Epic, a series of 27 
paintings created for the 2012 London Olympics, is being 
exhibited in the Czech Republic in its entirety for the first 
time. Jiří Sozanský, known for his long years of devotion to 
boxing, is exhibiting monumental paintings of ancient arenas 
and bronze statues on the topic of fights and discus and 
javelin-throwing. Krištof Kintera, a runner and cyclist, has 
combined six disassembled bicycles into a huge sculpture 
entitled There is No Way to Go Now. Also featured are sports-
related paintings by boxer Rostislav Osička, who after 
retiring from professional sports has been painting and 
composing poetry. 
 
A special section of the exhibition focuses on Emil Zátopek, one of the greatest 
endurance runners of all time who became a world-renowned sports icon whose approach 
to training was ahead of its time. This four-time Olympic medalist from London in 1948 
and Helsinki in 1952 is depicted in photos of races by legendary photographer Václav 
Chochola or for example by a model of a statue whose original is in Zlín, by sculptor 
Radim Hanke. 
 
The exhibition culminates on the upper floor of the “tower” with Superstart, an 
installation by the Kamera Skura and Kunst-Fu art groups that was first exhibited in 
the Czechoslovak pavilion at the 2003 Venice Biennale. The artists depict sport as a type 
of post-modern religion: a figure hanging from rings is reminiscent of Jesus in a 
gymnastic outfit, with two projections of viewers cheering him on. 

 
Aside from guided tours, the attendant 
programme will also feature lectures, 
discussions, and a cultural orientation run 
through Prague 7. 
 
The exhibition will run concurrently with the 
XXXI Summer Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro 
with the support of the Czech Olympic 
Committee. 
 

 
 

Curators: Petr Volf, Leoš Válka 
 
The exhibition is open to the public at the DOX Centre for Contemporary Art from 
24 June to 10 October 2016. 



 
High resolution photos are available at http://www.dox.cz/en/press 
 
Exibiting artists: Vojtěch Adamec, Alena Anderlová, Vlastimil Beneš, Pavel Brázda, 
Michal Cihlář, Tomáš Císařovský, Alena Čermáková, David Černý, Jindřich Červenák & 
Radek Macke, Jiří David, Stanislav Diviš, Tomáš Džadoň & Diego Valentino, Rudolf Fila, 
Zdeněk Filip, Roman Franta, Radim Hanke, Leo Haas, Petr Holub, Václav Chochola, Karel 
Jerie, Ellen Jilemnická, Kamera Skura & Kunst-fu, Krištof Kintera, Lenka Klodová, Ondřej 
Kohout, Jiří Kolář, Radomír Kolář, Ivan Komárek, Ondřej Kopal, Petr Kožíšek, Alena 
Kučerová, Kamil Lhoták, Zdeněk Lhoták, Václav Machač, Bohumír Matal, František 
Matoušek, Tomáš Měšťánek, Milan Mikuláštík, Jiří Načeradský, Zdeněk Němeček, Marcel 
Niederle, Milena Průžková Olivová, Rostislav Osička, Michal Pěchouček, Linda Pelclová, 
Iveta Pilařová, Theodor Pištěk, Martin Reiner, Michael Rittstein, Jaroslav Róna, František 
Skála, František Antonín Skála, Jiří Sozanský, Jiří Surůvka, Barbora Šlapetová, Filip Turek, 
David Vávra, Martin Velíšek, Jiří Votruba. 
 

ATTENDANT PROGRAMME: 

28 July, 6:00 p.m. 
A guided tour of the exhibition with curator Petr Volf 
 
27 August, 2:00 p.m. 
All Hail Running – a cultural orientation run through Prague 7 
 
7 September, 6:00 p.m. 
An athlete and totalitarianism – the story of Emil Zátopek – a debate between 
František Kolář, Pavel Kosatík, and Petr Volf 
 
1 October, 3:30 p.m. 
The Architecture of Sports Facilities – a lecture by Markéta Svobodová within the 
scope of Architecture Day 
 
 
Media Contact 
Zuzana Masná 
+420 295 568 102, +420 775 442 362, zuzana@dox.cz  
 
DOX Centre for Contemporary Art 
Poupětova 1, 170 00, Praha 7 
Opening hours: Mon 10am – 6pm, Tue closed, Wed&Fri 11am – 7pm, Thu 11am – 9pm, Sat&Sun 10am – 6pm. 
The DOX Centre’s premises are barrier-free. 
 
Exhibition Media Partners: RailReklam, Radio 1 
 
DOX Partners: Hlavní město Praha, Metrostav, MK ČR, Premiant City Tour s.r.o. 
 
DOX Media Partners: Hospodářské noviny, RESPEKT, Art&Antiques, České noviny.cz, Prague 
Events Calendar 
 
 


