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23 SEPTEMBER – 06 NOVEMBER 2016 

OPENING: 23 SEPTEMBER, FRIDAY 7.00–9.00 PM 
 

Galerist is pleased to present Elif Uras’s third solo show at the gallery, titled “Hayal Meyal”. 
The exhibition consists of an installation of new paintings and works in ceramic and will take 
place from September 23 to November 6, 2016. 

Uras’s latest paintings and sculptures reflect on female agency as observed in contemporary 
society through reproductive, domestic and wage labor.  The female protagonists Uras 
depicts in her work are within interior or exterior spaces that appear increasingly confined and 
homosocial, and yet, instead of offering a simplistic view of female objectification, they reveal 
the complex and nuanced agency of women in today’s global economy as producers and 
consumers. The line between the private and the public is constantly being redrawn and 
renegotiated through a multilayered female-driven dialogue between tradition and modernist 
principles of liberalism and secularism. The exhibition takes its title from a Turkish idiom that 
describes a state of indeterminacy between dreams and reality, memory and vision, 
apparitions and actual perception. 

The exhibition marks a new chapter in Uras’s singular vision of the complex, ever-changing 
relationship between Western modernity and traditional features of Eastern art and culture. 
Oscillating between figuration and abstraction, her works suggest a formal, aesthetic and 
contextual relationship between painting and ceramics. Motifs derived from historic sources 
converge with feminized patterns in pulsating colors inspired by contemporary headscarf 
designs. Her ceramic sculptures combine the delicate, highly detailed brushwork of traditional 
tile work with graffiti-like, expressionist patterns of spray paint resulting in a personalized 
visual language. The exhibition, as well as the entire spatial installation, reflects the female 
body and its powers of creation, and is punctuated with traditional architectural and 
decorative elements such as a site-specific niche lined with voluptuous vessels. Spiraling 
inwards from the entrance of the gallery, following a succession of rooms containing 
paintings, ceramic vases, plates and sculptures, the audience arrives at a final chamber 
where a belly-shaped ceramic fountain meets a large-scale tile installation.   

 

About Elif Uras 

Elif Uras was born in Ankara, and lives and works in New York and Istanbul. She studied 
economics and law before receiving her Masters in Fine Arts from Columbia University in 
2003. Uras has mounted solo exhibitions at Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, Connecticut; 
Kirkhoff, Copenhagen; Smith-Stewart, New York, Gavlak, West Palm Beach and Kenny 
Schachter/ROVE, New York. Her work has also been exhibited at 9th Shanghai Biennale, 
Shanghai; P.S.1/MoMa, New York; Proje 4L/Elgiz Museum of Contemporary Art, Istanbul; 
Mary Boone Gallery, New York; Greene Naftali Gallery, New York and Andrew Kreps, New 
York. Her works are included in the collections of  The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New 
York, Ringier Collection, Zurich and Maramotti Collection, Reggio Emilia  among others. 

The artist would like to thank the Iznik Foundation for their kind support. 


