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Richard Telles presents Your Attention Must Remain Intact!, an exhibition of new work by Los Angeles-based artist 

Ryan Sluggett. For this show Sluggett utilizes painting, sculpture and video animation to develop a unique brand of 

social satire through art. The work explores the formation of style and genre to poke fun at the absurd ways in which 

ideas gain legitimacy in society. With a dry sense of humor, Ryan Sluggett builds his own cutting commentary on 

stylistic paradigms in art and life.  

   

Rather than choosing just one stylistic approach, in this new series of paintings the artist orchestrates feuds between 

crisp lines and color fields, flatness and depth. The surfaces are decidedly two-dimensional; thin layers of gouache 

form the variated palette and compositions. However, embedded in the frenetic array of solid shapes, the viewer may 

identify human figures, everyday objects, and lines suggesting perspectival space. The contrasting colors compete with 

one another, creating a reverberating depth of field. Painted on translucent polyester fabric and stretched over mirrored 

Plexiglas frames, the works appear to float off the wall. Yet, at the same time they assert their presence as physical 

objects.  

   

The formal tensions in each painting help articulate narratives relating to power dynamics and the struggle for 

recognition. Several works offer cheeky observations on authority and judgement. For example, in “Selection 

Committee” (2016) a panel of grey and blue-faced curators rejects a submission of vibrant clown paintings. Other 

works explore how modes of artistic expression become recognizable tropes. A painting entitled, “Sociologist 

Interrupted by Triangle” (2016) depicts a scholar seized by the sublime power of art, represented as an off-white 

triangle. The work critiques overtly research-based art practices and serves as a playful rejoinder to Sigmar Polke's 

denouncement of abstraction in, "The Higher Powers Command: Paint the Upper Right Hand Corner Black!” (1969). 

 

The exhibition also expands into the realm of sculpture and video animation. In an installation entitled, “Recliner With 

Escapist Literature” (2016), a sculpture of an outdoor lounge chair serves as the display mechanism for a looping, 

animated soap opera. Rear-projected onto a Plexi-form in the shape of a book, the animation presents a montage of 

melodramatic scenes relating to perception, lifestyle choices, and desire. In Sluggett’s work the comfortable chair is a 

trap; it is a place to dwell within established genres and listen to platitudes, repeating over and over again like a broken 

record. With both the video installation and the series of paintings, Sluggett attempts to disrupt conventional modes of 

expression and communication. The exhibition satirizes how history affects our ways of looking, and it is a semi-ironical 

plea for a new kind of multivalent viewership: Your Attention Must Remain Intact! 

 

Ryan Sluggett’s recent solo exhibitions were held at TrépanierBaer Gallery, Calgary, Canada in 2015 and at Richard 

Telles Fine Art in 2014. He was also included in Made in L.A., at the Hammer Museum, Los Angeles in 2012. Sluggett 

lives and works in Los Angeles. 


