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Backslash is delighted to announce Transmutations, a solo show of works by Emo de Medeiros curated by Manuela de Barros. Transmutations is an 
exploration of de Medeiros’ recent works, designed as a journey of initiation that spans three continents (Africa, Asia and Europe), contexturing art with 
transcendence, spirituality with technology, narration with History, information with transformation.  

The exhibition is inspired by the idea of the monomyth, a word coined by James Joyce in Finnegans Wake and introduced by Joseph Campbell in his 
seminal work The Hero with a Thousand Faces. Campbell tells us that: ‘A hero ventures forth from the world of common day into a 
region of supernatural wonder: fabulous forces are there encountered and a decisive victory is won. The hero comes back 
from this mysterious adventure with the power to bestow boons on his fellow man.’ The show is structured around a series of stations, 
each one symbolic of archetypal heroic adventures.
Invocation: visitors are welcomed to the exhibition by an Electrofetish which, in return for a digital offering, sends a propitiatory message to visitors’ 
smartphones, acting as an incitement to adventure. 
Revelation: walls are hung with Metal Canvasses, created in Benin from steel produced in China. Placed under the sign of the Bear (the alchemical 
symbol for the Black Phase of the Great Transmutation), they feature poetical and cryptic inscriptions on the front, and on the back are other works only 
physically visible to collectors who acquire them. A video projection on the floor displays brief glimpses of these hidden works.
Ascension: climbing the staircase that leads to the first floor of the gallery, visitors come face to face with the guardians of the upper stations of the world of 
initiation.
Fabulation: a series of Surtentures, works created using the appliqué technique characteristic of classical art of the Danhomey Kingdom since the 18th century, 
suggest a non-linear narrative progression. Designed using a quasi-hieroglyphic language that borrows as much from the history of art as from the digital 
world, they conceal the keys to their interpretation within invisible NFC chips.
Transfiguration: a contemporary altarpiece reveals photographs of Kaletas (masked children), presented as mischievious saints of a cult that reminds the irony 
of History. 
Regeneration: an installation presents a phoenix whose white wings dazzle as they reflect the UV light that bathes the room. The phoenix’s body comprises a 
screen where vertical format videos alternate with fragments of text, haikus, proverbs and slogans.
Premonition: Vodunauts are video sculptures, cowrie shell-covered helmets incorporating a smartphone screen that plays videos of times past and times to 
come.
The other stations, Instauration, Instantiation, Sublimation and Reapparition, as well as the Recitation performance, reveal the mysteries inherent to 
every initiation, mysteries that have to be experienced to be revealed. 
Transmutations guides visitors though the history and experience of a philosopher’s transformation.

Emo de Medeiros lives and works in Cotonou (Benin) and Paris (France).
He studied at ENS (Paris/Ulm), ENSBA (Paris), and the Massachusetts College of Art (MassArt). His work has been exhibited in many institutions, including the 
Palais de Tokyo in 2014, and recently at the Marrakech and Dakar biennales.
Manuela de Barros, curator of Transmutations, is also a philosopher and art theorist. Her work examines the modifications wrought by new technologies 
and the interactions between science, fictional creation and aesthetics.
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