
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SUNDARAM TAGORE CHELSEA PRESENTS
FIRST SOLO NEW YORK SHOW BY
FILIPINO DUO ALFREDO AND ISABEL
AQUILIZAN
Exhibition title: In God We Trust: Project Another Country
Exhibition dates: October 13 to November 12, 2016
Opening reception with the artists: Thursday, October 13, 6 to 8 pm
Venue: Sundaram Tagore Chelsea, 547 West 27th Street, New York, NY 10001
Contact us: 212-677-4520 / press@sundaramtagore.com

Transformers I (Spakol-Bukol), 2010, stainless steel, jeep parts and LED lights, 68.5 x 56.7 inches/174 x 144 cm
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NEW YORK, September 12, 2016—Sundaram Tagore is pleased to present an exhibition of work by the 
husband-and-wife team of Alfredo and Isabel Aquilizan. The Brisbane-based couple, who emigrated from 
the Philippines to Australia in 2006, is known for their uniquely cooperative practice, in which they address 
themes of displacement, change and memory by way of community engagement. This is the duo’s first solo 
exhibition in New York.

Collaboration has always been an integral part of the Aquilizans’ practice, not just as partners in marriage 
and art making, but as a tool to give voice to underrepresented populations. Many of their projects include 
workshops with groups directly affected by the subject matter explored in the work. The award-winning 
artists have received critical acclaim for their large-scale site-specific installations, which are often 
constructed using materials both abstract and referential, such as cardboard boxes, packing tape and 
personal belongings—items that reflect the challenges and hopes characteristic of the migratory experience.

This exhibition will showcase work from the couple’s newest series, The Left Wing Project, a body of work 
fabricated with help from rural communities across Asia. The first of the site-specific installations was 
created in 2015 in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, with a group of artists, blacksmiths and farmers. Symbolizing the 
complex social and political realities facing contemporary agrarian communities in Asia, immense, wing-
like sculptures made from hand-forged sickles are hung and counter-balanced by sacks of rice, alongside 
photographs of farmers with video, sound and drawings. This project is now in the permanent collection of 
the Singapore Art Museum. A second version of the series was created in 2016 in Tabaco City, 
Philippines, a small village known for its knife-making industry and its profusion of leftist groups. This is an 
ongoing project with more wings slated for production in Cambodia, Vietnam and Taiwan.

Also included in the exhibition is Commonwealth: Project Another Country (2013), an interactive installation 
comprising tin crowns handmade from recycled oil cans. Viewers are encouraged to try on a crown and 
pose for a selfie in front of a mirror etched with the hashtag #everybodywantsacrown. This installation, 
along with others in the show, is indicative of the artists’ core concept, which is to encourage collective and 
individual dialogues that ultimately become the driving force behind their work.

Left Wing Albay, 2016, metal sickles with wooden handle, 34.1 x 99.2 inches/86.5 x 252 cm

Alfredo and Isabel Aquilizan have exhibited their projects worldwide, including at the 50th and the 56th 
Venice Biennale, 2003 and 2015; the 5th Gwangju Biennale, 2004; the 15th Biennale of Sydney, 2006; the 
Singapore Biennale 2008; the 3rd and the 6th Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art, Brisbane, 1999 
and 2010; the Liverpool Biennial 2010, held at Tate Liverpool; and the Moscow Biennale of Contemporary 
Art and the Sharjah Biennial 11, both in 2013. Most recently, their work was featured in the Singapore Art 
Museum’s group exhibition Odyssey: Navigating Nameless Seas, which closed in August 2016.

Every Saturday at 3 pm for the duration of the exhibition, a gallery staff member will present a talk about 
the artists and their work; no RSVP necessary.



ABOUT SUNDARAM TAGORE GALLERY

Established in New York City in 2000, Sundaram Tagore Gallery is devoted to examining the exchange of 
ideas between Western and non-Western cultures. With spaces in New York City (Chelsea and Madison 
Avenue), Singapore and Hong Kong, we focus on mounting exhibitions and hosting not-for-profit events 
that encourage spiritual, social and aesthetic dialogues. With alliances across the globe, our interest in 
cross-cultural exchange extends beyond the visual arts into many other disciplines, including poetry, 
literature, performance art, film and music.

For more information about this exhibition, email press@sundaramtagore.com or call 212-677-4520.
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